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Answer Key: Adverbial Architects: Constructing Complex 4th Grade 
Sentences
Synthesize descriptive details and evaluate how relative adverbs and degree intensifiers reshape the impact 
of narrative prose through rigorous drafting challenges.

1. Read the following sentence: 'The curious tabby cat peered cautiously over the edge of the mahogany 
desk.' Which word functions as an adverb of manner to modify the action?

Answer: C) Cautiously

'Cautiously' is an adverb of manner because it describes the way the cat performed the action of peering.

2. Which relative adverb best completes this sentence to provide spatial context: 'The bustling market-
place is ________ the explorers first discovered the ancient map.'

Answer: B) where

'Where' is a relative adverb used to introduce a clause that describes a place (the marketplace).

3. In the sentence 'The scientist was rather surprised by the sudden chemical reaction,' the word 
'rather' functions as an adverb of degree.

Answer: A) True

'Rather' is an adverb of degree because it qualifies the intensity of the adjective 'surprised'.

4. Consider this sentence: 'The lunar rover will depart for its mission tomorrow.' How would the 
meaning change if 'tomorrow' was replaced with 'seldom'?

Answer: B) It would change from an adverb of time to an adverb of frequency.

'Tomorrow' indicates when an event happens (time), while 'seldom' indicates how often an event happens (frequency).

5. Identify the adverb that most logically intensifies the adjective in this scenario: 'The blizzard was 
________ fierce that the mountain climbers decided to turn back immediately.'

Answer: C) so

'So' acts as an adverb of degree that intensifies 'fierce' and connects it to the result (turning back).
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6. In the sentence 'The orchestra played magnificently,' the word 'magnificently' is an adverb that 
modifies the noun 'orchestra'.

Answer: B) False

False. 'Magnificently' is an adverb, but adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Here it modifies the verb 
'played', not the noun 'orchestra'.

7. Which of the following sentences utilizes an adverb of place to clarify the setting?

Answer: A) The submarine dove deeply into the ocean.

'Deeply' indicates the place or direction of the action, whereas the other options describe frequency, manner, or time.

8. To create a sense of recurring habit, which adverb should be used: 'The master gardener ________ 
checks the soil pH before planting new rosebushes.'

Answer: B) consistently

'Consistently' is an adverb of frequency that indicates a regular, habit-like action.

9. Choose the adverb of degree that shows the highest level of completion: 'After the long hike, the 
campers were ________ exhausted.'

Answer: C) thoroughly

'Thoroughly' indicates a total or complete state of being, providing a higher degree than 'somewhat' or 'partially'.

10. The sentence 'The athletes ran fast to win the race' contains an adverb even though the word 'fast' 
does not end in -ly.

Answer: A) True

True. While many adverbs end in -ly, 'fast' can function as an adverb of manner describing how the athletes ran.
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