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Answer Key: Which Way Will You Write? Sizzling 8th Grade Essay Types 
Quiz

Students identify distinct structural blueprints for analytical, narrative, and persuasive writing while recog-
nizing common literary purposes and organizational patterns.

1. If you are writing a piece to explain the cultural significance of the Lunar New Year celebrations, 
which essay type are you using?

Answer: C) Expository

Expository essays are designed to inform or explain a specific topic using facts and logic rather than opinions or 
stories.

2. True or False: A descriptive essay relies heavily on the five senses to create a 'word picture' for the 
reader.

Answer: A) True

Descriptive writing uses sensory details (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch) to help the reader visualize the subject.

3. An essay that recounts a personal experience about moving to a new country and includes a plot and 
characters is a _______ essay.

Answer: A) Narrative

Narrative essays tell a story and share many elements with fiction, such as characters, setting, and a sequence of 
events.

4. Which of the following would be the best topic for a persuasive essay?

Answer: B) Why our city should build more bike lanes

Persuasive essays aim to convince the reader to adopt a specific viewpoint or take action on an issue.

5. True or False: An argumentative essay is exactly the same as a narrative essay because they both 
use characters.

Answer: B) False
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Argumentative essays focus on evidence and logic to support a claim, while narrative essays focus on storytelling 
and plot.

6. When a writer uses a _______ essay, their primary goal is to provide a balanced, neutral analysis of a 
topic using evidence.

Answer: D) Expository

Expository writing is meant to be objective and informative, presenting facts without trying to sway the reader's 
opinion.

7. Which essay type would you choose to describe the intricate architecture of the Taj Mahal in great 
detail?

Answer: B) Descriptive

Descriptive essays focus on painting a vivid picture of a specific person, place, or object using imagery.

8. True or False: A persuasive essay often includes a call to action at the end.

Answer: A) True

A call to action asks the reader to do something specific after being convinced by the author's argument.

9. Which of these is a key feature of a narrative essay?

Answer: B) A clear chronological sequence of events

Narratives typically follow a timeline or sequence to tell a story from beginning to end.

10. The purpose of a/an _______ essay is to investigate an idea, evaluate evidence, and set forth an 
argument concerning that idea.

Answer: C) Argumentative

Argumentative essays require the writer to research a topic and take a firm stance supported by data and logic.
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