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Nail the Meta-Cognitive Draft: A College Writing Process Quiz

Challenge students to move beyond linear drafting with complex scenarios on structural recursion and
rhetorical redirection for deep revision labs.

1. In the context of academic scholarship, why is the 'Recursive Model' of writing considered superior
to a linear 'Stage-Model' approach?
A. Tt prioritizes the production of a polished first draft to save time.
B. Itrecognizes that high-level synthesis often requires returning to the inquiry phase even during
the drafting process.
C. It focuses primarily on the terminal stage of proofreading and sentence-level mechanics.
D. It mandates that research must be completed entirely before the first sentence is written.

2. When a writer undergoes 'Global Revision,' they are primarily addressing , rather than
focusing on local concerns like syntax or punctuation.

A. Orthography and diction

B. Typos and grammatical slips

C. Argumentative structure and conceptual cohesion

D. Citation formatting styles

3. True or False: In advanced academic writing, the 'Incubation Phase' is a legitimate part of the
pre-writing process where the subconscious processes complex data.

A. True

B. False

4. Which strategy best describes 'Reverse Outlining' as a tool for evaluating an existing draft's logical
progression?
A. Summarizing each paragraph into a single sentence to check for thematic unity and transitions.
B. Starting the essay by writing the conclusion first and working backward.
C. Deleting the first sentence of every paragraph to ensure the second sentence is stronger.
D. Checking the bibliography for alphabetical accuracy before finishing the introduction.

5. Effective 'Heuristic' strategies, such as Kenneth Burke's Pentad, are used during the planning stage
to

Limit the number of sources cited

Generate new angles of inquiry by examining motives and perspectives

Translate the final draft into a different language

Correct errors in APA or MLA formatting
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6. True or False: The 'Drafting' stage should be treated as a zero-risk environment where the writer
prioritizes generative flow over mechanical precision.
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A.
B.

True
False

7. What distinguishes 'Editing' from 'Revising' in a professional or academic workflow?

A. Editing changes the audience; revising changes the font.
B. Editing focuses on micro-level clarity and correctness; revising focuses on macro-level content and
purpose.

C. Revision only occurs before the first draft; editing only occurs after publication.

D. There is no functional difference in academic terminology.
8. The concept of 'Rhetorical Situatuation' requires a writer to consider before even begin-
ning the planning phase.

A. The length of the paper

B. The price of the textbook

C. Exigence, audience, and constraints

D. The font size and margin width

9. Which behavior is a hallmark of 'Expert’' writers compared to ‘Novice' writers during the revision

process?
A.

B.
C.
D

Novice writers rewrite whole sections; expert writers only change single words.

Expert writers spend more time on spelling and grammar early on.

Novice writers view revision as 'fixing' mistakes; expert writers view it as 'developing' ideas.
Expert writers never use outlines or plans.

10. True or False: Peer review is strictly an 'Editing’ activity designed to find typos in a classmate's work.

A.
B.

True
False
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