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Answer Key: Nail the Meta-Cognitive Draft: A College Writing Process 
Quiz
Challenge students to move beyond linear drafting with complex scenarios on structural recursion and 
rhetorical redirection for deep revision labs.

1. In the context of academic scholarship, why is the 'Recursive Model' of writing considered superior 
to a linear 'Stage-Model' approach?

Answer: B) It recognizes that high-level synthesis often requires returning to the inquiry phase even during 
the drafting process.

Advanced writing is recursive; as writers synthesize new connections during drafting, they often discover 'gaps' that 
necessitate a return to brainstorming or research, unlike a linear model which views progress as one-way.

2. When a writer undergoes 'Global Revision,' they are primarily addressing ____________, rather than 
focusing on local concerns like syntax or punctuation.

Answer: C) Argumentative structure and conceptual cohesion

Global revision involves 're-seeing' the entire piece, focusing on high-order concerns such as the strength of the 
thesis, the logical flow of the argument, and the overall structural integrity.

3. True or False: In advanced academic writing, the 'Incubation Phase' is a legitimate part of the 
pre-writing process where the subconscious processes complex data.

Answer: A) True

Cognitive studies in rhetoric support the 'incubation period,' a break after intense research that allows for the mental 
synthesis of disparate ideas before drafting begins.

4. Which strategy best describes 'Reverse Outlining' as a tool for evaluating an existing draft's logical 
progression?

Answer: A) Summarizing each paragraph into a single sentence to check for thematic unity and transitions.

Reverse outlining allows the writer to see the actual structure of what they wrote (not just what they planned), making 
it easier to identify repetitive sections or logical leaps.

5. Effective 'Heuristic' strategies, such as Kenneth Burke’s Pentad, are used during the planning stage 
to ____________.
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Answer: B) Generate new angles of inquiry by examining motives and perspectives

Heuristics are problem-solving techniques. Burke’s Pentad (Act, Scene, Agent, Agency, Purpose) helps writers analyze 
human motives and find complex entry points for their arguments.

6. True or False: The 'Drafting' stage should be treated as a zero-risk environment where the writer 
prioritizes generative flow over mechanical precision.

Answer: A) True

In college-level writing, 'perfectionism' during drafting often leads to writer's block. Prioritizing generative flow allows 
for deeper exploration of ideas that can be refined later.

7. What distinguishes 'Editing' from 'Revising' in a professional or academic workflow?

Answer: B) Editing focuses on micro-level clarity and correctness; revising focuses on macro-level content and 
purpose.

Revising involves 'visionary' changes (rethinking the thesis or evidence), while editing is the 'polishing' phase focused 
on the economy of language and grammatical accuracy.

8. The concept of 'Rhetorical Situatuation' requires a writer to consider ____________ before even begin-
ning the planning phase.

Answer: C) Exigence, audience, and constraints

Understanding the 'Rhetorical Situation' (Bitzer) means assessing why the writing is needed (exigence), who is 
reading it (audience), and what limitations exist (constraints).

9. Which behavior is a hallmark of 'Expert' writers compared to 'Novice' writers during the revision 
process?

Answer: C) Novice writers view revision as 'fixing' mistakes; expert writers view it as 'developing' ideas.

Studies in composition (e.g., Nancy Sommers) show that experts see revision as a cycle of discovery and expansion, 
while novices often see it as a mechanical cleanup of errors.

10. True or False: Peer review is strictly an 'Editing' activity designed to find typos in a classmate's work.

Answer: B) False

Effective peer review at the college level should function as a 'formative assessment' that provides feedback on the 
strength of the logic and audience engagement, not just a hunt for typos.
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