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Why Sophisticated 9th Grade Writers Never Just Say '‘Good’

Synthesize rhetorical impact and semantic nuance by evaluating how precise adjectival choices transform
analytical prose and literary tone.

1. In the sentence 'The candidate’s ephemeral popularity vanished after the scandal,’ how does the
adjective 'ephemeral’ function rhetorically?

A. It quantifies the number of supporters the candidate lost.

B. It establishes a temporal quality, suggesting the popularity was destined to be short-lived.

C. Itacts as a demonstrative adjective to point out which candidate is being discussed.

D. Itserves as a superlative, indicating the highest degree of fame possible.

2. True or False: In the phrase 'the aforementioned doctrine,’ the word 'aforementioned’ functions as
a demonstrative adjective by identifying a specific noun mentioned previously.

A. True

B. False

3. Which set of adjectives best completes this sentence to create a tone of intellectual rigor? 'The
professor provided a(n) critique of the theory.'

A. nice/old

B. incisive / antiquated
C. big/strange

D. good/ interesting

4. Consider this phrase: 'The most utilitarian solution." What is the linguistic function of 'most’ in this
context?

A. Itis a quantitative adjective showing a specific count.

B. Itis a comparative adjective used to weigh two solutions.

C. Itis part of a superlative construction for a multi-syllabic adjective.

D. Itis a predicate adjective describing the subject's state of being.

5. Choose the adjective that correctly completes the comparison: 'While the first draft was compelling,
the second draft was due to its tighter logical structure.’

A. more compelling
B. most compelling
C. compellingest

D. quite compelling

6. True or False: In legal or formal writing, placing an adjective after the noun it modifies (e.g., 'accounts
payable’) changes its grammatical category from adjective to adverb.

A. True
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B. False

7. Which of the following sentences uses a ‘compound adjective' that requires a hyphen for clarity?

A. The very happy dog barked.

B. She wore a blue silk dress.

C. He adopted a long term strategy.
D. The mountain was extremely high.

8. The sentence 'The silence was palpable’ uses 'palpable’ as a(n) adjective.
A. Attributive
B. Predicate
C. Quantitative
D. Demonstrative

9. Evaluate the use of 'myriad’ in this sentence: 'The myriad challenges of space exploration are
daunting.' What type of adjective is 'myriad' here?

A. Quantitative

B. Comparative

C. Superlative

D. Demonstrative

10. True or False: Using 'subjective' adjectives (like 'beautiful’) in an academic thesis typically strength-
ens the objective validity of the argument.

A. True
B. False
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