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Answer Key: Nail the Source: A Junior Class Research Citation Quest

Strengthen foundational academic integrity by identifying credible evidence and applying basic MLA and APA
citation rules in this introductory assessment.

1. When evaluating the credibility of a scientific report on oceanic biodiversity, which domain extension
is generally considered the most reliable for academic research?

Answer: C) .gov

Government (.gov) and educational (.edu) domains are typically more reliable for research data than commercial or
general-purpose domains.

2. True or False: In a Works Cited page, sources should be listed in the order they appear within your
research paper.

Answer: B) False

Modern citation styles like MLA and APA require bibliographic entries to be listed in alphabetical order by the author's
last name.

3. The primary purpose of an 'In-Text Citation' is to direct the reader to the corresponding entry on the
page.
Answer: D) Works Cited

In-text citations act as a 'map' that connects a specific quote or idea to the full publication details found at the end
of the document.

4. If you are citing a digital article from a database and the author's name is not listed, what element
should you use first in your citation?

Answer: B) The title of the article

When an author is unknown, standard citation rules dictate that the title of the work moves to the first position of
the entry.

5. True or False: Summarizing a chapter in your own words still requires a citation to give credit to the
original author.

Answer: A) True
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Citations are required for both direct quotes and paraphrased ideas to avoid plagiarism and acknowledge intellectual
property.

6. Which of the following is an example of ‘Common Knowledge' that does NOT require a formal
citation?

Answer: B) George Washington was the first U.S. President

Facts that are widely known and undisputed, such as major historical milestones, generally do not require a source
citation.

7. When using APA style for social sciences, the is included in the in-text citation, unlike MLA
style.

Answer: B) Publication year

APA focuses on the currency of research, so it requires the author and the year of publication (e.g., Jones, 2021) in
the text.

8. True or False: A peer-reviewed journal article is generally more credible than a blog post written by
an enthusiast.

Answer: A) True

Peer-reviewed articles undergo evaluation by experts in the field to ensure accuracy and methodology before
publication.

9. In a Works Cited entry for a book, which part of the text should be italicized?
Answer: B) The Book Title
Standard citation styles require the titles of long-form works, such as books and journals, to be italicized.
10. To show that you have omitted words from a long direct quote, you should use
Answer: C) Ellipses (...)

Ellipses are the standard grammatical tool used to indicate that text has been removed from a quoted passage for
brevity.
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