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Answer Key: Your Constitutional Mission: A 4th Grade Architect of
Rights Quiz

Could you help build a new nation? Analyze real-world scenarios to decide which Bill of Rights protections
apply when citizens and the government disagree.

1. A local town wants to build a new park but needs the land currently owned by a private citizen.
According to the 5th Amendment, what must the government provide to the owner?

Answer: B) Just compensation, meaning a fair payment for the land

The 5th Amendment includes the 'Takings Clause,' which prevents the government from taking private property for
public use without paying the owner a fair price.

2. The 10th Amendment states that any powers not specifically given to the federal government by the
Constitution belong to the states or the people.

Answer: A) True

This principle is known as Federalism; it ensures that the national government does not become too powerful by
leaving specific responsibilities to the individual states.

3. In the system of checks and balances, if the President disagrees with a law passed by Congress, they
can use their power to the bill.

Answer: B) Veto

A veto is a constitutional power of the Executive branch to reject a decision or proposal made by a law-making body.

4. Imagine a person is accused of a crime but cannot afford a lawyer. Which amendment ensures they
have the right to legal counsel for their defense?

Answer: B) The 6th Amendment

The 6th Amendment guarantees the right to a speedy trial and the 'Assistance of Counsel' for those accused of crimes.

5. The 1st Amendment protects the right of the people to peaceably
group to protest or express ideas.

, which means gathering in a

Answer: A) Assemble
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Freedom of assembly allows citizens to gather together for peaceful purposes, such as marches or political rallies.

6. The 3rd Amendment was written to prevent the government from forcing citizens to house soldiers
in their homes during peacetime.

Answer: A) True

This amendment was a direct response to British laws during the colonial era that forced colonists to provide food
and shelter to British troops.

7. Which branch of government has the power to decide if a new law passed by Congress goes against
the rules of the Constitution?

Answer: C) The Judicial Branch

The Judicial Branch, including the Supreme Court, uses 'Judicial Review' to ensure laws follow the Constitution.

8. The 7th Amendment provides the right to a trial by in civil cases where the dispute is over a
certain amount of value.

Answer: D) Jury

A jury consists of citizens who listen to the evidence and decide the outcome of a case, rather than a single judge
making the decision.

9. The 9th Amendment is unique because it states that...
Answer: B) Citizens have other rights not specifically listed in the Constitution

The Founders knew they couldn't list every single right people have (like the right to privacy), so the 9th Amendment
protects those unlisted rights.

10. The Bill of Rights was part of the original Constitution when it was first signed in 1787.

Answer: B) False

The Bill of Rights was added later as the first ten amendments in 1791 because many people felt the original
Constitution didn't protect individual liberties enough.
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