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Answer Key: Lexical Labyrinth: A 10th Grade Irregular Verb Odyssey

Morphological analysis, archaic tense structures, and semantic precision. Refine linguistic intuition by evalu-
ating complex verb conjugations in formal and literary contexts.

1. In a legal deposition, a witness claims: 'The defendant had the document before the meeting
began.' Which verb form maintains the past perfect tense with technical accuracy?

Answer: B) forsaken

The verb 'forsake' follows the pattern of 'shake' (shook, shaken); the past participle required for the past perfect tense
is 'forsaken'.

2. Choose the correct sequence to complete this historical analysis: 'The empire (1) in the east and
had (2) to its greatest height by 400 AD.'

Answer: C) (1) arose; (2) risen

'Arose’ is the simple past of the intransitive verb 'arise’, while 'risen' is the past participle used with the auxiliary 'had'.

3. In the sentence 'The captain has strode across the deck many times,' the verb 'strode’ is the correct
past participle form for the present perfect tense.

Answer: B) False

The past participle of 'stride' is 'stridden’ (stride, strode, stridden); 'strode' is the simple past form.

4. Which sentence utilizes the subjunctive mood and an irregular verb form correctly for a hypothetical
scenario?

Answer: B) If he had known, he would have spoken up.

This uses the past perfect subjunctive (‘had known') and the correct past participle of speak ('spoken') in the
conditional clause.

5. Select the correct forms for the verb 'tread' in this sentence: 'He (1) carefully, for many others
had (2) that path to no avail.’

Answer: A) (1) trod; (2) trodden

"Tread' functions irregularly as 'tread, trod, trodden' in traditional formal English.
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6. The verb 'slay’' (meaning to kill) becomes 'slew’ in the simple past and 'slain’ as a past participle.

Answer: A) True

Slay/slew/slain is a classic strong verb pattern often seen in 10th-grade level literature and epic poetry.
7. Identify the sentence that correctly uses the past participle of 'weave' in a figurative context.
Answer: B) The author has woven a complex tale of intrigue.

While 'weaved' is used for physical movement (like a car in traffic), 'woven' is the standard past participle for creating
something from threads or ideas.

8. Complete the sentence: 'After the bells had (1), the choir (2) the final anthem.'
Answer: B) (1) rung; (2) sang

'Rung' is the past participle (after 'had'), and 'sang' is the simple past of 'sing'.
9. Which of the following irregular verbs has a past participle that is identical to its base form?
Answer: A) Become

The conjugation for 'become' is 'become, became, become', where the base form and past participle match.

10. In the sentence 'The heavy mirror was hung on the wall,’ the verb 'hung’ is the correct irregular
form for an inanimate object.

Answer: A) True

For objects, the irregular 'hung' is used. 'Hanged' is reserved specifically for the execution of a person.
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