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When Essays Collide: The 8th Grade Genre Showdown

Step into the editor's shoes to analyze how structural choices and evidence types differentiate a formal 
rebuttal from a colorful memoir.

1. An author writing about the ethical implications of the 19th-century Silk Road trade uses primary 
source documents to build a logical case. Which essay type is being utilized?

A. Narrative
B. Descriptive
C. Argumentative
D. Reflective

2. A technical manual explaining how a jet engine functions is considered an expository essay because 
its primary goal is to inform the reader through facts.

A. True
B. False

3. In a _____ essay, the writer's main objective is to move the audience to action or change their belief 
using emotional appeals (pathos) and credibility (ethos).

A. Expository
B. Persuasive
C. Descriptive
D. Definition

4. Which of the following would be the most appropriate thesis statement for a descriptive essay about 
the Amazon Rainforest?

A. The government must pass laws to stop Amazonian deforestation.
B. The Amazon contains over 390 billion individual trees.
C. The damp heat of the jungle floor smells of decaying leaves and ancient moss.
D. Logging in the Amazon is the primary cause of habitat loss for jaguars.

5. If you are writing a _____ essay about a childhood memory, you should focus on a clear plot arc, 
including a climax and a resolution.

A. Process
B. Narrative
C. Cause and Effect
D. Argumentative

6. The main difference between an argumentative essay and a persuasive essay is that the argumen-
tative essay must acknowledge and address counterarguments.

A. True
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B. False

7. An essay comparing the architectural styles of the Chrysler Building and the Burj Khalifa without 
taking a side is an example of which mode?

A. Narrative
B. Expository
C. Persuasive
D. Argumentative

8. A 'Call to Action' is a common concluding element found most frequently in the _____ essay type.
A. Persuasive
B. Expository
C. Descriptive
D. Narrative

9. In a narrative essay, the writer should generally avoid using 'I' or personal pronouns to maintain an 
objective tone.

A. True
B. False

10. Which transition word would be most effective in an expository essay explaining the sequence of 
an scientific experiment?

A. Consequently
B. Furthermore
C. Subsequently
D. In contrast
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