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Answer Key: Ancient Roots, Modern Minds: The 9th Grade Morpheme 
Challenge

Morphological analysis and etymological decoding skills. Identify how Greek and Latin building blocks trans-
form sentence meaning and academic precision.

1. In the word 'anthropology,' the root 'anthrop' refers to which subject of study?

Answer: B) Human beings and societies

The Greek root 'anthropo' means human; combined with '-logy' (study of), it identifies the study of humanity.

2. The prefix 'inter-' in the word 'interstate' suggests movement or connection between different 
entities.

Answer: A) True

The prefix 'inter-' specifically means between or among, as seen in words like international or intersection.

3. If 'chron' means time, a ______ narrative is one that lists events in the exact order they occurred.

Answer: C) Chronological

'Chronological' combines the root for time with the suffix for 'ordered' or 'logical' sequence.

4. Which suffix would you add to the verb 'analyze' to turn it into a noun representing the person 
performing the action?

Answer: C) -st

Adding '-st' (or more specifically '-yst' in this case) creates 'analyst,' which denotes a person who performs an action.

5. The root 'path' in 'empathy' and 'pathetic' refers to feeling or emotion.

Answer: A) True

Derived from the Greek 'pathos,' this root relates to suffering, feeling, or disease.

6. The prefix 'bene-' in words like 'beneficial' or 'benevolent' conveys a meaning of ______.
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Answer: B) Good

'Bene-' is a Latin prefix meaning well or good, which is the opposite of 'mal-' (bad).

7. Considering the root 'spec,' what is a 'spectacle'?

Answer: C) A visually striking performance or display

The root 'spec' means to look or see; therefore, a spectacle is something meant to be seen.

8. The word 'contradiction' contains the prefix 'contra-.' Based on this, a contradiction is a statement 
that goes ______ another.

Answer: C) Against

The Latin prefix 'contra-' means against or opposite.

9. In the word 'autobiography,' which part of the word means 'self'?

Answer: C) auto

'Auto' means self, 'bio' means life, and 'graph' means write; together they mean 'self-life-writing'.

10. The suffix '-ism' is typically used to identify a specific belief, practice, or doctrine.

Answer: A) True

Suffixes like '-ism' turn roots into nouns representing ideologies or systems of thought, such as optimism or realism.
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