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Grand Strategy: 12th Grade Geopolitical Chess

Spatial analysis, sphere of influence modeling, and buffer state dynamics—essential frameworks for decoding 
modern global dominance strategies.

1. Which geopolitical theory, popularized by Halford Mackinder, suggests that control of Central Asia 
and Eastern Europe is the prerequisite for global hegemony?

A. Rimland Theory
B. Heartland Theory
C. Organic Theory of State
D. Sea Power Theory

2. The concept of a ________ state refers to a neutral country situated between two larger, potentially 
hostile powers to prevent direct conflict.

A. Satellite
B. Chokepoint
C. Buffer
D. Gateway

3. Friedrich Ratzel’s 'Organic Theory' posits that a state is akin to a living organism that must expand 
its 'Lebensraum' (living space) to survive.

A. True
B. False

4. Nicholas Spykman’s Rimland Theory challenged Mackinder by arguing that global power is actually 
derived from the control of:

A. The inner Eurasian steppes
B. The maritime fringes and coastal regions
C. The polar ice caps
D. The industrial core of North America

5. A nation that is completely surrounded by the territory of other states and lacks direct access to an 
ocean is geographically defined as ________.

A. Enclaved
B. Compact
C. Landlocked
D. Prorupted

6. The 'Shatterbelt' concept describes regions that are caught between the colliding cultural and 
political forces of major world powers.

A. True
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B. False

7. In the context of critical geopolitics, the 'Social Construction of Space' refers to how:
A. Plate tectonics change mountain ranges
B. Satellite imagery provides objective truth
C. Political narratives and maps shape how we perceive certain regions
D. Urban planning increases population density

8. The ________ is a geopolitical concept where a dominant state exercises significant cultural, economic, 
or military influence without formal colonial rule.

A. Exclusive Economic Zone
B. Territorial Sea
C. Sphere of Influence
D. Supranationalism

9. According to Alfred Thayer Mahan, which geographic factor was the single most important determi-
nant of a nation's global status?

A. Agricultural self-sufficiency
B. Naval strength and command of the sea
C. Subterranean mineral wealth
D. Aerial combat superiority

10. A 'Relic Boundary' is a political border that continues to function as an official international dividing 
line today.

A. True
B. False

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2


