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Answer Key: Unmask Every Character's Secret Sophomore Literature 
Quiz

Students pinpoint character motivations and distinguish between static and dynamic traits using relatable 
literary scenarios designed for high school learners.

1. Which term describes a character who undergoes a significant internal change throughout the 
course of a story?

Answer: B) Dynamic character

Dynamic characters evolve, learn lessons, or change their perspective as a result of the plot's events.

2. The reason why a character acts, feels, or thinks in a certain way is known as character ______.

Answer: C) motivation

Motivation is the 'why' behind a character's actions, often driven by their needs or desires.

3. True or False: A protagonist is always the 'good guy' or hero of the story.

Answer: B) False

The protagonist is simply the main character who drives the plot; they can be an anti-hero or even morally flawed.

4. When an author reveals a character's traits through their actions, speech, and thoughts rather than 
telling the reader directly, it is called:

Answer: C) Indirect characterization

Indirect characterization requires the reader to infer traits based on the character's behavior and dialogue.

5. In a story, a character who provides a contrast to the protagonist to highlight specific traits is known 
as a:

Answer: A) Foil

A foil is a character used by the author to emphasize the qualities of another character through dramatic contrast.
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6. True or False: A 'static' character remains essentially the same from the beginning of the story to the 
end.

Answer: A) True

Static characters do not experience significant growth or change in their personality or outlook throughout the 
narrative.

7. An antagonist is the character or force that works ______ the protagonist.

Answer: B) against

The antagonist creates the primary conflict by opposing the goals of the protagonist.

8. Identifying a character's physical description, such as 'height' or 'eye color,' is an example of:

Answer: C) External traits

External traits are the outward, physical characteristics of a character that can be seen.

9. A character who is complex and has many different personality traits is considered a ______ character.

Answer: C) round

Round characters are multi-dimensional and possess the complexity of real people.

10. True or False: Conflict is necessary for character development to occur.

Answer: A) True

Character development is almost always driven by the challenges and conflicts a character must face and resolve.
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