Name: Date:

Invisible Scaffolding: A 10th Grade Punctuation Challenge

Sophomores will synthesize complex syntax by manipulating colons, semicolons, and em-dashes to create
nuanced rhetorical effects in academic prose.

1. In the context of Virginia Woolf’s stream-of-consciousness style, how does the semicolon function to
bridge the internal and external world?
A. Itcreates a hard stop that separates the character's thoughts from physical actions.
B. It acts as a rhythmic hinge, allowing distinct yet related sensory impressions to flow without a full
termination of the thought.
C. Itserves exclusively to list complex items that contain internal commas.
D. Itindicates a question that the narrator is asking themselves subconsciously.

2. True or False: Using a colon after a verb or preposition to introduce a list (e.g., 'The three ingredients
are: salt, water, and flour') is grammatically standard in formal academic writing.

A. True

B. False

3. Which set of punctuation marks would best create a '‘parenthetical interruption’ to emphasize a
dramatic shift in tone: 'The diplomat’s strategy ___though widely criticized in the press __ eventually
secured the armistice.’

A. commas(,,)

B. semicolons (;;)

C. em-dashes (— —)

D. colons(::)

4. Identify the sentence that correctly utilizes a colon to introduce a summarizing concluding clause.
A. The architect faced a significant obstacle: the soil was too soft for a deep foundation.
B. The architect faced: a significant obstacle regarding the stability of the soil.
C. Because the soil was soft: the architect faced a significant obstacle.
D. Asignificant obstacle for the architect: soft soil and foundations.

5. True or False: In British English (as seen in George Orwell’s essays), single quotation marks are often
used for primary dialogue, whereas American English typically uses double quotation marks.

A. True
B. False

6. Which sentence demonstrates the correct use of a semicolon paired with a conjunctive adverb to
show a causal relationship?

A. The blizzard covered the tracks; however, the wolves still found the trail.
B. The blizzard covered the tracks; consequently, the search party lost their way.
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C. The blizzard covered the tracks, therefore; the search was postponed.
D. The blizzard covered the tracks; because the visibility was low.

7. In the following sentence, identify the missing punctuation mark required to avoid a comma splice:
'The Renaissance was a period of great artistic rebirth __ it fundamentally reshaped European philos-
ophy.'

A. acomma

B. asemicolon

C. no punctuation needed

D. ahyphen

8. How does the placement of a comma change the meaning of this headline: 'The professor said the
dean is a fool." vs 'The professor, said the dean, is a fool."

A. There is no change in meaning; commas just indicate where to breathe.

B. The first suggests the dean is the fool; the second suggests the professor is the fool.

C. Thefirstis a direct quote; the second is a fragment.

D. The firstis informal; the second is the standard academic format.

9. True or False: An ellipsis (...) should be used at the end of a quote to indicate that you have omitted
the final part of a sentence for brevity in a literary analysis essay.

A. True

B. False

10. Which punctuation should be used to connect the prefix 'anti' to a capitalized proper noun: 'The ___
Federalist papers were a series of essays written in opposition to the proposed U.S. Constitution.’

A. anen-dash
B. ahyphen

C. asemicolon
D. acolon
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