
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Wrangle Complex Clauses: 9th Grade Advanced Punctua-
tion Lab
Beyond basic commas—examine structural nuance through rhetorical analysis and syntactical logic in so-
phisticated academic writing.

1. Which sentence demonstrates the correct use of a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb to link two 
independent but contrasting ideas?

Answer: A) The protagonist sought redemption; however, his past sins proved too heavy to shed.

When connecting two independent clauses with a conjunctive adverb like 'however,' a semicolon must precede the 
adverb and a comma must follow it.

2. True or False: An em-dash (—) can be used to replace a colon when the writer wishes to emphasize a 
sudden break in thought or an emphatic concluding shift.

Answer: A) True

Em-dashes are versatile; while colons are formal and introductory, em-dashes create a more dramatic pause or 
emphasis for concluding elements.

3. Choose the correct punctuation to complete the following sentence: 'The committee identified three 
primary catalysts for the industrial shift ________ automation, globalized trade, and urban migration.'

Answer: B) : (Colon)

A colon is the appropriate mark to introduce a formal list that follows a complete independent clause.

4. In the sentence 'The scientist's theories—though widely ridiculed in the 1920s—laid the groundwork 
for modern quantum mechanics,' what is the primary grammatical function of the em-dashes?

Answer: C) To set off an appositive or parenthetical phrase with high emphasis.

Em-dashes are used here to set off a parenthetical interruption (non-restrictive element) more forcefully than 
commas or parentheses would.

5. Identify the error in the following sentence: 'It's a testament to the artist's vision that the mural 
maintains its' vibrant colors after a century.'

Answer: C) its'
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The possessive form of 'it' is 'its' (no apostrophe). 'Its'' is never a correct grammatical form.

6. True or False: If a quotation ends with a question mark, but the sentence containing the quotation 
is a statement, you should still include a period after the closing quotation mark.

Answer: B) False

The question mark inside the quotation serves as the terminal punctuation for the entire sentence; adding a period 
after it is redundant (double punctuation).

7. Evaluate the use of the Oxford (serial) comma in a technical context. In which scenario is it absolutely 
necessary to prevent ambiguity?

Answer: B) The legacy was left to her parents, Mozart, and God.

Without the serial comma in option B, it could be interpreted that the parents *are* Mozart and God (an appositive), 
rather than three distinct parties.

8. Which punctuation mark is missing after the word 'skies' to properly separate the clauses? 'The 
navigator peered through the fog-drenched skies ________ however, the lighthouse beam remained 
invisible.'

Answer: B) ; (Semicolon)

A semicolon is required to separate two independent clauses when the second begins with a conjunctive adverb like 
'however'.

9. True or False: In American English, commas and periods should always be placed inside the closing 
quotation marks, regardless of whether they are part of the original quoted material.

Answer: A) True

Standard American English usage dictates that periods and commas go inside the quotation marks, while colons and 
semicolons go outside.

10. Which of the following sentences uses a colon correctly to provide an explanation or clarification 
of a preceding independent clause?

Answer: A) He was a man of one obsession: absolute power.

A colon should follow an independent clause and lead into a word, phrase, or clause that explains or identifies it. 
Option B is incorrect because a colon should not follow a preposition or verb.
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