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Answer Key: Ancient Greek Thinking Quest for 5th Grade

Students debate the Golden Mean, analyze Stoic responses to challenges, and construct logical syllogisms to 
build foundational reasoning skills.

1. Imagine you are an archer. Aristotle's 'Golden Mean' suggests that virtue is like hitting the bullseye 
between two extremes. If 'Courage' is the virtue, what are the two 'extreme' behaviors you should 
avoid?

Answer: A) Being too fearful and being too reckless

Aristotle taught that virtue is the balance between deficiency (too little) and excess (too much), such as finding the 
middle ground between cowardice and recklessness.

2. The philosopher Zeno met his followers on a 'Stoa' (a covered porch). His students, known as ______, 
believed that while we cannot control what happens to us, we can always control how we react.

Answer: B) Stoics

Stoicism, founded by Zeno of Citium, emphasizes personal self-control and resilience in the face of external events.

3. True or False: The philosopher Heraclitus argued that the world is constantly changing, famously 
saying that a person can never step into the same river twice.

Answer: A) True

Heraclitus believed 'Panta Rhei' (everything flows), meaning change is the fundamental essence of the universe.

4. Hypatia of Alexandria was a famous female philosopher and mathematician. Which branch of 
philosophy, which studies how the universe works and the nature of reality, did she likely master?

Answer: C) Metaphysics

Metaphysics is the branch of philosophy that examines the fundamental nature of reality, including the relationship 
between mind and matter.

5. Aristotle developed a way of layering facts to reach a conclusion called a ______. For example: 1. All 
humans need air. 2. Pericles is a human. 3. Therefore, Pericles needs air.

Answer: B) Syllogism
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A syllogism is a form of logical reasoning where a conclusion is drawn from two assumed premises.

6. True or False: The philosopher Diogenes the Cynic believed that true happiness comes from owning 
many expensive things and living in a large palace.

Answer: B) False

Diogenes lived in a ceramic jar and believed in extreme simplicity, arguing that material wealth was a distraction from 
a natural life.

7. Epicurus taught that the goal of life was 'Ataraxia.' If you were practicing this today, what would you 
be seeking?

Answer: C) Peace of mind and freedom from fear

Epicureanism focuses on achieving a state of serene happiness and tranquility, rather than chasing intense physical 
pleasures or power.

8. While many philosophers looked at the stars, ______ (known as the 'Laughing Philosopher') looked at 
tiny particles. He proposed that everything in the world is made of invisible, unbreakable pieces called 
'atoms.'

Answer: A) Democritus

Democritus was a Pre-Socratic philosopher who formulated an atomic theory for the universe long before modern 
science.

9. Thales of Miletus is often called the first philosopher. How did he change the way people explained 
the world compared to the stories (myths) of his time?

Answer: B) He used observation and nature to explain how things happen

Thales broke away from mythological explanations, seeking natural causes for events, such as observing that water 
is a basic element of life.

10. True or False: In Greek philosophy, 'Areté' only refers to being good at sports like wrestling or 
running.

Answer: B) False

Areté means 'excellence' of any kind, specifically moral virtue and living up to one's full potential in thought and 
action.
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