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Which Essay Wins? 9th Grade Rhetorical Strategy Showdown

Analyze complex stylistic choices and structural nuances to synthesize why specific essay forms outperform 
others in varied academic scenarios.

1. An author writing an analysis of the ethical implications of genetic engineering in agriculture, 
addressing both benefits and potential ecological risks, is likely drafting which essay type?

A. Narrative
B. Descriptive
C. Argumentative
D. Standard Bio

2. True or False: An expository essay primarily focuses on the author's emotional journey and uses 
first-person 'I' to connect with the reader's feelings.

A. True
B. False

3. In a __________ essay, the writer relies heavily on the 'show, don't tell' method, using figurative 
language like metaphors and similes to recreate a specific setting.

A. Persuasive
B. Expository
C. Descriptive
D. Sequential

4. If you are tasked with writing a technical manual explaining how blockchain technology functions 
without expressing an opinion, which essay mode is most appropriate?

A. Argumentative
B. Expository
C. Narrative
D. Personal

5. Which transition word would be most common in a persuasive essay intended to highlight a logical 
consequence?

A. Furthermore
B. Meanwhile
C. Fragrant
D. Therefore

6. True or False: A narrative essay must always contain a conflict and a resolution.
A. True
B. False
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7. An essay that uses the 'point-by-point' or 'block' method to examine the similarities between the 
1918 flu and COVID-19 is a specific type of __________ essay.

A. Descriptive
B. Argumentative
C. Expository
D. Reflective

8. What is the primary difference between a persuasive essay and an argumentative essay at the 
9th-grade level?

A. Persuasive uses only facts; argumentative uses emotions.
B. Argumentative requires a formal counter-claim; persuasive focuses on the author's stance.
C. Persuasive is longer than argumentative.
D. There is no difference between the two.

9. True or False: In a descriptive essay about an ancient ruin, it is considered effective to focus only on 
visual details and ignore sound or touch.

A. True
B. False

10. The 'Call to Action' is a concluding element most unique to the __________ essay type.
A. Expository
B. Narrative
C. Persuasive
D. Descriptive
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