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Shadows and Subtext: A 12th Grade Advanced Adjectives Inquiry

Evaluate how semantic nuance and cumulative modifiers manipulate subtext in literary passages beyond 
simple descriptive identification.

1. In the sentence, 'The sepulchral, almost liturgical silence of the library weighed upon the scholars,' 
which term describes the function of 'sepulchral' and 'liturgical'?

A. Postpositive adjectives
B. Coordinate adjectives
C. Cumulative adjectives
D. Predicative adjectives

2. In the phrase 'the whispering, ancient, silvered birch trees,' the adjectives are considered cumulative 
and therefore should never be separated by commas.

A. True
B. False

3. Choose the adjective that functions as a Nominal Adjective (Substantive) in the following sociological 
context: 'The ________ must navigate a system designed for the affluent.'

A. impoverished
B. poverty
C. poorly
D. destitution

4. Identify the psychological nuance conveyed by the absolute adjective in this sentence: 'His commit-
ment to the cause was total.'

A. It suggests the commitment can be further intensified.
B. It functions as a comparative modifier.
C. It expresses a state that does not admit of degrees.
D. It serves as a limiting demonstrative.

5. Identify the correct sequence of cumulative adjectives to modify 'Victorian escritoir': 'The ________, 
________, ________ Victorian escritoir.'

A. mahogany, small, exquisite
B. small, mahogany, exquisite
C. exquisite, small, mahogany
D. exquisite, mahogany, small

6. In the literary phrase 'the woods decay, the woods decay and fall,' the word 'decay' functions as a 
participial adjective.

A. True
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B. False

7. Analyze the bolded word: 'The investigator found the evidence **wanting**.' What is the grammat-
ical role of this adjective?

A. Attribitutive adjective
B. Object complement
C. Subject complement
D. Prepositional modifier

8. Identify the archaic or poetic postpositive adjective in the following title: 'The Paradise ________.'
A. Losing
B. Lost
C. Lose
D. Loss

9. The word 'fast' in the sentence 'He was a fast learner' is a qualitative adjective, but in 'He ran fast,' 
it functions as an adverb.

A. True
B. False

10. Which of the following sentences utilizes a Compound Adjective correctly to satisfy formal synthesis 
writing standards?

A. The highly-motivated student finished early.
B. The student was highly motivated.
C. The well-known author spoke at length.
D. The author was well-known throughout the city.
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