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Answer Key: Wrangle the Subtext: Your 8th Grade Playwriting Chal-
lenge

Transform ordinary dialogue into theatrical gold by analyzing subtext, rhythmic pacing, and the structural 
mechanics of the three-act arc.

1. In Sophocles’ 'Antigone', the protagonist’s primary motivation is a moral duty that contradicts civil 
law. This internal and external pressure that forces a character to act is known as what in playwriting?

Answer: B) The Dramatic Necessity

Dramatic necessity is the internal or external 'must' that drives a character to push through obstacles to achieve their 
goal, creating the play's central conflict.

2. In a script, 'subtext' refers to the literal meaning of the words spoken by the characters rather than 
the underlying emotions or hidden agendas.

Answer: B) False

Subtext is the unspoken thoughts and motives of a character—what they mean 'between the lines'—which can often 
contradict their literal words.

3. When a playwright includes a long speech by a single character directed at other characters on stage, 
like Mark Antony’s funeral speech in 'Julius Caesar', it is called a ________.

Answer: C) Monologue

A monologue is an extended speech by one person to others; a soliloquy is a character speaking their inner thoughts 
while alone.

4. In Lorraine Hansberry’s 'A Raisin in the Sun', the check for $10,000 acts as a catalyst for the plot. What 
is the formal playwright’s term for the specific event that sets the story's main conflict in motion?

Answer: C) Inciting Incident

The inciting incident is the plot point or event that disturbs the world of the characters and starts them on their 
journey toward the climax.

5. The parenthetical notes in a script, such as '(beat)' or '(she turns away sharply)', are used to dictate 
________, which is the speed and timing of the scene.
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Answer: B) Pacing

Pacing refers to the tempo or rhythm of a scene, often controlled by the playwright through stage directions and the 
length of lines.

6. The 'Protagonist' is the character who undergoes the greatest change or drives the action, while the 
'Antagonist' provides the primary obstacle to their goal.

Answer: A) True

In dramatic structure, the protagonist pursues a goal and the antagonist provides the conflict that prevents the goal 
from being easily reached.

7. Which dramatic element is most effectively used in a 'Whodunnit' mystery play to keep the audience 
guessing until the very end?

Answer: B) Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing uses subtle hints or clues early in the play to suggest future events, creating suspense and a sense 
of inevitability in mysteries.

8. In the structural model often used for Greek tragedies, the moment where the hero realizes their 
mistake or discovers their true identity is called ________.

Answer: A) Anagnorisis

Anagnorisis is a moment in a play or other work when a character makes a critical discovery or moves from ignorance 
to knowledge.

9. A playwright should use 'exposition' primarily in the third act to resolve all the remaining questions 
and tie up loose ends.

Answer: B) False

Exposition—background information about the characters and setting—is typically used in the beginning (Act 1) to 
establish the story’s context.

10. When a playwright uses 'stichomythia'—a technique of quick, alternating single lines of dia-
logue—what is the intended effect on the audience?

Answer: C) To heighten tension or show a sharp debate
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Stichomythia is used to create a rapid-fire, ping-pong effect, often indicating intense conflict, anger, or fast-paced wit 
between characters.
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