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Answer Key: Wrangle the Frontier: A 4th Grade Westward Expansion 
Challenge

Students analyze complex dilemmas faced by pioneers and indigenous leaders while evaluating the environ-
mental and social shifts of the 19th-century American West.

1. If you were a pioneer traveling the Mormon Trail, why might you choose to settle in the Great Basin 
region instead of continuing to the lush coast of California?

Answer: B) The isolation provided a refuge from religious persecution.

Groups like the Mormons sought isolated areas like the Salt Lake Valley to practice their beliefs without outside 
interference or conflict.

2. To solve the problem of scarce timber for housing on the treeless Great Plains, settlers invented ___ 
houses made from thick rectangles of prairie grass and roots.

Answer: C) Sod

Sod houses, or 'soddies,' were a creative adaptation to the environment where wood was unavailable but prairie soil 
was dense and strong.

3. True or False: The arrival of the 'Iron Horse' (locomotive) significantly helped preserve the massive 
buffalo herds that Native American tribes relied on for survival.

Answer: B) False

The railroad led to the systematic hunting of buffalo, which devastated the primary food and material source for 
Great Plains tribes.

4. The Gadsden Purchase of 1853 was smaller than the Louisiana Purchase, but it was strategically vital 
because it provided land that was...

Answer: B) Flat enough for a southern transcontinental railroad route.

The U.S. bought this land from Mexico specifically because the terrain was the most suitable for building a southern 
railway line.

5. Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce is remembered for his famous leadership during a 1,170-mile retreat 
while trying to reach ___ to escape the U.S. Army.
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Answer: C) Canada

Chief Joseph attempted to lead his people to sanctuary in Canada before being forced to surrender just miles from 
the border.

6. True or False: The use of barbed wire was a major technological advancement that ended the 'Open 
Range' era for cowboys and cattle drives.

Answer: A) True

Barbed wire allowed farmers to fence off their property, preventing cattle from roaming freely and effectively closing 
the open range.

7. Which group of immigrants faced extreme discrimination while doing the most dangerous work 
building the Central Pacific portion of the Transcontinental Railroad?

Answer: B) Chinese laborers

Chinese workers performed grueling labor through the Sierra Nevada mountains, often receiving lower pay and 
harsher treatment than others.

8. The concept of 'Manifest Destiny' was the 19th-century belief that the United States was ___ to expand 
its dominion across the entire continent.

Answer: B) Destined

Manifest Destiny was the widespread cultural belief that American expansion was both justified and inevitable.

9. The Exodusters were a specific group of migrants who moved to Kansas in the 1870s to escape 
post-Civil War oppression. Who were they?

Answer: C) African Americans fleeing the South

Exodusters were African Americans who migrated from states along the Mississippi River to Kansas to find freedom 
and land.

10. True or False: The discovery of the Comstock Lode, a massive silver deposit in Nevada, actually 
slowed down the movement of people into the West.

Answer: B) False

Major mineral discoveries like the Comstock Lode acted as catalysts, drawing thousands of people west in hopes of 
striking it rich.
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