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Answer Key: Mapping the Manuscript Maze: College Writing Process 
Quiz
Navigate the recursive stages of academic discourse building, from initial heuristics to the final polish required 
for scholarly peer review.

1. In the context of collegiate composition, which activity is most characteristic of the 'Prewriting' or 
'Planning' phase?

Answer: B) Utilizing heuristics like 'crosstalking' or 'freewriting' to find a thesis

Prewriting involves generative strategies like freewriting to explore ideas before a formal draft is constructed.

2. True or False: The writing process is recursive, meaning writers often return to earlier stages like 
planning even after a draft is completed.

Answer: A) True

Writing is rarely linear; new insights during drafting often require a return to the planning or research phase.

3. When a writer focuses on 'Global Revision' rather than local editing, they are primarily concerned 
with ________.

Answer: C) Logical flow and structural integrity

Global revision addresses high-level concerns such as the strength of the argument and the organization of evidence.

4. Which document is typically produced during the planning stage to provide a skeletal framework for 
a complex research paper?

Answer: B) A formal alphanumeric outline

Outlining is a standard planning tool used to organize thoughts and structural hierarchy before drafting begins.

5. True or False: 'Drafting' should prioritize grammatical perfection over the flow of ideas.

Answer: B) False

Drafting is about getting ideas onto the page; focusing too early on mechanics can stifle the creative and intellectual 
process.
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6. The final stage of the writing process, where the work is prepared for a public or academic audience, 
is known as ________.

Answer: C) Publishing

Publishing involves finalizing the format and submitting the work to its intended recipients or stakeholders.

7. If a student is checking for Subject-Verb Agreement and proper MLA citation formatting, which stage 
are they currently in?

Answer: C) Editing

Editing and proofreading are the stages where a writer focuses on sentence-level accuracy and surface-level con-
ventions.

8. True or False: Peer feedback is an essential component of the revision process in most college-level 
writing seminars.

Answer: A) True

External feedback helps writers identify 'blind spots' in their logic or clarity, which is vital for effective revision.

9. During the writing process, 'Incubation' refers to ________.

Answer: B) Taking a break to let ideas settle

Incubation is the period where a writer steps away from the work, often leading to better clarity when they return to 
revise.

10. Which of the following describes the 'Writing Process' accurately at the university level?

Answer: C) A flexible framework that adapts to the writer's needs

While there are defined stages, the process is customisable and varies depending on the complexity of the assign-
ment.
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