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Answer Key: Adverbial Nuance in 10th Grade Narrative Craft

Sophomores dissect how adverbs of degree and manner color the rhetorical impact of complex legal and
literary arguments.

1. In a formal rhetorical analysis, which adverb best modifies the verb 'argued’ to suggest the speaker
was cautious and indirect?

Answer: C) Obliquely

'Obliquely’ means not in a direct way; it indicates the speaker is approaching the argument from an angle rather than
stating it plainly.

2. True or False: In the sentence 'The climate data was surprisingly accurate,’ the word 'surprisingly’
serves as an adverb of degree modifying an adjective.

Answer: A) True

Adverbs of degree express the intensity of a quality; here, 'surprisingly' modifies the adjective 'accurate' to show the
extent of the accuracy.

3. Identify the adverb that suggests a sense of inevitability in the context of historical progression: 'The
industrial revolution altered the social landscape of the 19th century.’

Answer: B) Irrevocably

'Trrevocably' implies that the change was permanent and could not be reversed, fitting the historical context of a
significant shift.

4. Which of the following sentences utilizes a conjunctive adverb to show a contrast between two
independent clauses?

Answer: B) The jury yielded a verdict; however, the public remained skeptical.

'However' is a conjunctive adverb used here to connect two independent thoughts while establishing a relationship
of contrast.

5. Which adverb of frequency would best imply a habit that is persistent to the point of being a
character flaw in a narrative?

Answer: D) Invariably
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'Invariably' suggests that something happens every time without fail, which can emphasize a fixed or obsessive trait
in characterization.

6. Choose the adverb that best conveys a feeling of underlying resentment: 'He watched as hisrival
accepted the prestigious award.’

Answer: B) Sullenly

'Sullenly’ describes an action done in a bad-tempered or sulky manner, effectively conveying resentment.

7. True or False: In the sentence 'The archeologist looked deep into the cavern,’ the word 'deep’
functions as an adverb of place.

Answer: A) True

'Deep' indicates the location or direction of the action 'looked,’ classifying it as an adverb of place in this context.

8. In the phrase 'The results were moderately encouraging,' which part of speech does the adverb
'moderately' modify?

Answer: C) An adjective

'Encouraging' is an adjective describing 'results,’ and 'moderately’ is a degree adverb modifying that adjective.

9. Select the adverb that indicates the chronological sequence of events in a formal process: 'The
committee will review the proposal; , they will vote on the budget.’

Answer: A) Subsequently

'Subsequently' is an adverb of time that means 'afterward,' which logically orders the review before the vote.

10. True or False: Adverbs can never modify other adverbs.

Answer: B) False

Adverbs frequently modify other adverbs to indicate degree, such as in the phrase 'He worked extremely diligently.'
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