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Shattering the Silence: 12th Grade Civil Rights Analysis Blitz

Challenge students to dissect legal precedents and grassroots movements with this high-stakes formative 
assessment focused on systemic shifts.

1. The 1948 Executive Order 9981 is considered a pivotal precursor to the 1960s movement because it 
established which precedent?

A. The desegregation of the United States Armed Forces
B. The implementation of affirmative action in federal hiring
C. The abolition of poll taxes in federal elections
D. The integration of interstate public transportation

2. Bayard Rustin's primary contribution to the 1963 March on Washington was his expertise in logistics 
and nonviolent strategy despite facing marginalization for his personal identity.

A. True
B. False

3. The ______ was a grassroots organization founded in 1960 that empowered young activists to utilize 
'jail-no-bail' tactics and community organizing.

A. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
B. Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)
C. Black Panther Party for Self-Defense
D. Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

4. Beyond the quest for integration, the 1966 'Meredith March Against Fear' is historically significant 
because it served as the birthplace of which ideological shift?

A. The 'Back to Africa' movement
B. The 'Black Power' slogan popularized by Stokely Carmichael
C. The 'Poor People’s Campaign' economic platform
D. The 'Ten-Point Program' for revolutionary social change

5. The 1947 'Journey of Reconciliation' was the first organized attempt to challenge segregation on 
interstate buses by CORE members.

A. True
B. False

6. Fannie Lou Hamer delivered a powerful testimony regarding voter suppression at the 1964 Democ-
ratic National Convention on behalf of the ______.

A. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
B. Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP)
C. United Farm Workers (UFW)
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D. League of Women Voters

7. How did the 1946 case Hernandez v. Texas expand the legal framework for civil rights in the United 
States?

A. It eliminated poll taxes for all non-white voters nationwide
B. It established that the 14th Amendment protected more than just 'two classes' of citizens
C. It federally mandated bilingual education in public schools
D. It outlawed the use of race-based restrictive covenants in housing

8. The 'Southern Manifesto' of 1956 was a document signed by over 100 members of Congress to pledge 
their support for the immediate enforcement of school integration.

A. True
B. False

9. Intersectional activism was modeled by the ______, a Black feminist organization that authored a 1977 
statement highlighting the interplay of race, gender, and class.

A. National Organization for Women (NOW)
B. Combahee River Collective
C. Young Lords Party
D. Black Women’s United Front

10. Which Cold War context most directly incentivized federal support for civil rights legislation in the 
early 1960s?

A. The need to secure mineral rights in newly independent African nations
B. Global Soviet propaganda pointing to American racial violence as proof of democratic hypocrisy
C. The requirement for more Black engineers in the Space Race
D. A mandate from the United Nations General Assembly on human rights
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