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Answer Key: Succession: The Junior Level Power Play of Adjectives

Differentiate between descriptive, quantitative, and demonstrative modifiers to craft the sophisticated prose
required for college-level rhetorical analysis.

1. In the sentence 'The former CEO's strategy was more effective than the current one,’ which word
functions as a demonstrative adjective indicating order?

Answer: C) Former

'Former’ is a demonstrative adjective used to specify which noun is being discussed in a sequence, specifically the
first of two mentioned.

2. True or False: In a high-stakes debate, using the word 'myriad’ to describe a set of problems is an
example of a quantitative adjective.

Answer: A) True

'Myriad' indicates an indefinite but large quantity, placing it in the category of quantitative adjectives.

3. Identify the superlative adjective in the following sentence: 'Of all the candidates interviewed for the
internship, Maya provided the most comprehensive portfolio.’

Answer: B) Most comprehensive

'Most comprehensive' is the superlative form, used to compare more than two items and indicate the highest degree
of a quality.

4. Which of the following adjectives is categorized as a descriptive adjective focusing on a 'somber’ or
'serious’ tone, often found in Gothic literature?

Answer: C) Melancholy

'‘Melancholy' is a descriptive adjective that characterizes a mood or atmosphere of pensive sadness.

5. Complete the sentence with the correct demonstrative adjective for a noun located at a distance:
'The architect gestured toward jagged peaks on the horizon, noting they inspired the building's
roofline.’

Answer: D) Those
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'Those' is the correct demonstrative adjective for a plural noun (peaks) that is physically distant from the speaker.

6. True or False: In the phrase 'the latter option,’ the word 'latter' acts as an adjective to distinguish
between two previously mentioned items.

Answer: A) True

'Latter' is a demonstrative adjective used to refer to the second of two things mentioned.
7. When an author writes about 'scant evidence' in a legal thriller, what type of adjective are they using?
Answer: B) Quantitative

'Scant' indicates a small or insufficient amount, which makes it a quantitative adjective.

8. Identify the comparative adjective in this sentence: 'The revised manuscript displays a much sharper
focus than the initial draft.’

Answer: B) Sharper

'Sharper' is the comparative form of 'sharp,' used here to compare the focus of two different drafts.

9. True or False: The word 'radiant’ in the phrase 'radiant energy' is a quantitative adjective.

Answer: B) False

False. 'Radiant' describes a quality or appearance, which makes it a descriptive adjective, not a quantitative one.

10. In the sentence 'Neither path led to the desired outcome,’ the word 'Neither' functions as what type
of adjective?

Answer: C) Demonstrative

'Neither' is a demonstrative adjective (specifically a distributive) used to indicate 'not one or the other' of two things.
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