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Old Words, New Worlds: Sophomore World Literature Quiz

Examine if you can identify the cultural trademarks and recurring motifs that define storytelling across the 
Mediterranean, Scandinavia, and the Caribbean.

1. Which ancient Mesopotamian text is one of the earliest examples of world literature, focusing on a 
king's quest for immortality?

A. The Odyssey
B. The Epic of Gilgamesh
C. The Aeneid
D. The Ramayana

2. In French literature, which author is famous for writing the classic play 'The Misanthrope' to satirize 
17th-century social norms?

A. Molière
B. Gustave Flaubert
C. Victor Hugo
D. Albert Camus

3. The Norwegian playwright ________ is known as the 'father of realism' for his play 'A Doll's House', 
which challenged 19th-century marriage roles.

A. August Strindberg
B. Henrik Ibsen
C. Knut Hamsun
D. Hans Christian Andersen

4. The literary term 'Bildungsroman' is a German word describing a story about a character's internal 
growth and moral education.

A. True
B. False

5. Which Caribbean author won the Nobel Prize for works like 'Omeros', which reimagines the Greek 
Iliad through the lens of St. Lucia?

A. Derek Walcott
B. Jamaica Kincaid
C. Edwidge Danticat
D. V.S. Naipaul

6. The Russian masterpiece 'Crime and Punishment', which explores the guilt of a student named 
Raskolnikov, was written by ________.

A. Leo Tolstoy
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B. Anton Chekhov
C. Fyodor Dostoevsky
D. Ivan Turgenev

7. Mexican author Juan Rulfo is considered a major precursor to the Magical Realism movement 
through his short novel 'Pedro Páramo'.

A. True
B. False

8. Which famous Icelandic genre consists of prose narratives about historical events and family feuds 
during the Middle Ages?

A. Fables
B. Sagas
C. Haikus
D. Sonnets

9. In Chilean literature, the poet ________ became the first Latin American woman to win the Nobel Prize 
in Literature in 1945.

A. Isabel Allende
B. Gabriela Mistral
C. Laura Esquivel
D. Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz

10. 'The Art of War' is an influential Chinese military treatise that is often studied today as a work of 
philosophy and strategic literature.

A. True
B. False
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