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Answer Key: Dissecting Dilemmas: Your 8th Grade Ethics and Sport Quiz

Can you navigate the grey areas of competitive integrity? Evaluate complex scenarios involving gamesman-
ship, unintentional advantages, and official errors.

1. A professional cyclists' pack slows down because the race leader crashed on a patch of oil. Which 
ethical concept does this collective action best illustrate?

Answer: B) The 'Spirit of the Game' over literal rules

In many endurance sports, there is an unwritten code that athletes do not take advantage of a 'force majeure' or 
freak accident to gain the lead, prioritizing a fair fight over an easy win.

2. When an athlete exploits a loophole in the rules that is not technically illegal but violates the 
intended fairness of the game, it is called _______.

Answer: A) Gamesmanship

Gamesmanship involves using methods that are not strictly against the rules but are designed to gain an advantage 
by disrupting the opponent's psychological state or the flow of the game.

3. True or False: In high-level competition, a 'foul' is only an ethical violation if the official sees it and 
blows the whistle.

Answer: B) False

True sportsmanship is based on internal integrity; an action is unethical if it violates the rules, regardless of whether 
a third party (the official) detects it.

4. During a high school track meet, a runner notices the hurdles in the next lane are 2 inches lower than 
the standard height. What is the most ethical response?

Answer: C) Alert the official immediately to ensure a valid and fair heat

Sportsmanship includes the responsibility to ensure the conditions of the competition are equitable for all partici-
pants before the result is determined.

5. An athlete who acknowledges a touch in fencing that the electronic sensors missed is practicing 
_______.

Answer: B) Self-arbitration
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Self-arbitration occurs when players take responsibility for calling their own infractions or admitting an opponent's 
success, upholding honesty over the scoreboard.

6. True or False: Respecting an official involves accepting a 'bad call' without public outbursts, even if 
that call costs your team the championship.

Answer: A) True

A core tenet of advanced sportsmanship is recognizing the human element of officiating and maintaining composure 
and dignity under the pressure of unfavorable outcomes.

7. Which scenario demonstrates the highest level of 'Altruistic Sportsmanship'?

Answer: B) A golfer calling a penalty on themselves that nobody else saw

Self-reporting a hidden violation is the highest level of sportsmanship because it prioritizes the integrity of the sport 
over the individual's self-interest or the final score.

8. A crowd at a tennis match remaining silent during a serve, regardless of which player is serving, is 
an example of _______.

Answer: A) Spectator etiquette

Sportsmanship extends beyond the athletes to the spectators, who show respect for the focus and effort required 
by participants through established codes of conduct.

9. A baseball player 'flops' to pretend they were hit by a pitch to get a free base. Why is this considered 
a failure of sportsmanship?

Answer: B) It uses deception to circumvent the fair challenge of the game

Deception for the sake of an unearned advantage undermines the meritocratic nature of sports, where outcomes 
should be decided by skill and adherence to rules.

10. True or False: Respect for an opponent includes playing at your highest level of ability even if your 
team is significantly better than theirs.

Answer: A) True

Continuing to play with effort (without 'running up the score' unnecessarily or taunting) shows respect for the 
opponent's competitive dignity by treating them as a serious challenger.
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