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Answer Key: Deconstruct Your Sonic Architecture: Elements of Music
Quiz for 8th Grade

How do composers manipulate hidden structures to evoke specific emotions? Analyze complex textures,
polymeters, and microtonal shifts in this advanced challenge.

1. In Stravinsky's 'The Rite of Spring,' the use of bitonality—playing two different keys simultaneous-
ly—primarily affects which element of music?

Answer: B) Dissonant harmony

Harmony involves how notes sound together; bitonality creates a complex, often clashing harmonic language by
layering different tonal centers.

2. When a composer like Steve Reich uses ‘phase shifting,’ where two identical patterns move out of
sync, they are primarily manipulating

Answer: C) Rhythm

Phase shifting is a rhythmic technique where the timing of a repetitive pulse is gradually altered, creating new
interlocking patterns.

3. The term 'Klangfarbenmelodie’ refers to a technique where the melody is distributed among several
instruments, focusing on changes in timbre rather than just pitch.

Answer: A) True

Coined by Arnold Schoenberg, this concept (tone-color-melody) treats timbre as a structural element equal to pitch
in a melodic line.

4. Which dynamic marking indicates a sound that is ‘forced’ or played with a sudden, strong emphasis,
common in Expressionist music?

Answer: A) Sforzando (sfz)

Sforzando is a dynamic instruction to play a note with a sudden, strong accent, showing a sharp contrast in volume.

5. In Indian Classical music, the provides the melodic framework for improvisation, utilizing
microtones not found in Western scales.

Answer: B) Raga
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A Raga is a sophisticated system of melody that dictates specific notes, ornaments, and emotional characters within
a performance.

6. A 'polyrythm' occurs when two or more independent rhythms with different beat groupings are
performed simultaneously, such as three-against-two.

Answer: A) True

Polyrhythms involve the simultaneous use of two or more conflicting rhythms that are not readily perceived as
derived from one another.

7. Which term describes the thickening of musical texture when four different independent melodic
lines are played at the same time?

Answer: C) Polyphony

Polyphony consists of two or more simultaneous lines of independent melody, as opposed to a single line or a melody
with chords.

8. A gradual increase in the speed or pace of a musical piece is known as an
Answer: B) Accelerando

Accelerando is the Italian musical term for a transition toward a faster tempo.

9. How does 'prepared piano’ (inserting objects between strings) change the musical character of the
instrument?

Answer: B) By altering the timbre into percussive sounds

John Cage's prepared piano technique fundamentally alters the 'tone color' or timbre, making the piano sound like
a percussion ensemble.

10. In a fugue, the 'subject’ is a short melody or phrase that is introduced by one part and then
successively taken up by others and developed.

Answer: A) True

The subject is the primary melodic building block of a fugue, which moves through different voices in a polyphonic
texture.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2



