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Answer Key: Wrangle the Script: A 5th Grade Playwriting Challenge

Subtext analysis, stage direction mapping, and character motivation — sharpen the tools needed to build a
stage-ready narrative.

1. A playwright includes the line: '(She looks at the clock, then taps her foot rapidly)'. What is the
primary function of this stage direction?

Answer: B) To show the character's internal impatience without using words.

Stage directions often provide 'subtext'—showing how a character feels through action rather than dialogue.

2. True or False: In a play, a character's 'motivation' must remain exactly the same from the beginning
of the first act until the final curtain falls.

Answer: B) False

Dynamic characters often experience a 'character arc' where their goals or perspective change due to the play's
conflict.

3. When a character speaks their inner thoughts alone on stage so the audience can hear their secret
plans, this is called a

Answer: C) Soliloquy

A soliloquy is a specific dramatic device used to reveal a character's private motivations to the audience.

4. Analyze this scenario: Two characters are arguing about a broken vase, but the audience knows one
character is actually upset about a forgotten birthday. This 'hidden meaning’ is best described as:

Answer: B) The Subtext

Subtext is the underlying meaning or emotional tension that exists beneath the literal words characters speak.

5. True or False: Effective dialogue in a play should usually sound exactly like a recorded transcript of
a real-life conversation, including every 'um' and 'uh'.

Answer: B) False

Playwriting dialogue must be purposeful and condensed to move the plot forward, whereas real-life speech is often
repetitive and aimless.
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6. In the structure of a play, which element is responsible for introducing the 'Inciting Incident' that
starts the main conflict?

Answer: B) The Rising Action

The Rising Action contains the inciting incident and builds the tension toward the play's eventual climax.

7. A playwright uses to describe the physical world of the play, such as 'A dusty library in London,
1922.'

Answer: B) Staging/Setting

Staging and setting descriptions provide the essential context for the actors and designers to build the play's
environment.

8.If an antagonist is written as 'three-dimensional,' what does that mean for the playwright's character
development?

Answer: C) The character has complex motivations and believable human flaws.

Three-dimensional characters are complex and realistic, showing a mix of strengths, weaknesses, and clear motives.

9. True or False: Every single line of dialogue in a professional script should either reveal something
about a character or advance the plot.

Answer: A) True

Economy of language is vital in playwriting; fluff or filler speech distracts the audience from the story's progression.

10. The final part of a script where the loose ends are tied up and the conflict is fully settled is known
as the .

Answer: C) Resolution

The resolution (or denouement) provides closure for the audience after the high tension of the climax.
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