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Neon Signs and Digital Echoes: A 9th Grade Pop Culture Analysis Quest

Students sharpen their critical lenses by deconstructing the semiotics and hidden power structures embed-
ded within modern media and global fashion trends.

1. When analyzing the 2024 'Quiet Luxury' fashion movement, which sociological concept explains the
shift from loud logos to understated, high-end materials as a means of maintaining social hierarchy?
A. Cultural Homogenization
B. Conspicuous Non-Consumption
C. Global Monoculture
D. Digital Tribalism

2. In narrative analysis, the 'Para-social Interaction' theory suggests that digital audiences develop
one-sided psychological bonds with AlI-generated influencers as if they were real entities.

A. True

B. False

3. The resurgence of 1990s 'Grungy' aesthetics in urban architecture and graphic design is an example

of __, where past cultural forms are repurposed to evoke nostalgia and critique modern perfection-
ism.

A. Media Convergence

B. Hyperreality

C. Hauntology

D. Synergy

4. Analyzing the film 'Everything Everywhere All At Once' through the lens of '"Absurdism’ allows a critic
to investigate which of the following societal reflections?

A. The strict adherence to traditional family structures

B. The struggle for meaning in an era of information overload

C. The economic benefits of a globalized marketplace

D. The technological leap of quantum computing

5. Semiotics is the study of signs and symbols; in pop culture analysis, a 'signifier’ is the physical form
of the symbol, while the 'signified’ is the mental concept it represents.

A. True
B. False

6. When a small subcultural trend, such as '‘Cottagecore,’ is adopted by major fast-fashion corporations
for mass production, it is known as .

A. Cultural Appreciation
B. Co-optation
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C.

Transmedia Storytelling

D. Subversive Mimicry

7. In the analysis of modern 'Dystopian’ literature like 'The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes,’ the setting
often serves as a metaphor for:

A.

B.
C.
D

The inevitability of biological evolution

The triumph of individual willpower over all laws

Current anxieties regarding surveillance and authoritarianism
The historical accuracy of the Roman Empire

8. The concept of the explains why fans feel a sense of ownership over a franchise's narrative,
leading to backlash when creators make controversial changes.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Echo Chamber
Moral Panic
Affective Economics
Participatory Culture

9. A'Polysemic’ text in pop culture is one that has only one fixed, objective meaning that every audience
member must interpret the same way.

A.
B.

True
False

10. Which analytical framework would be most effective for studying the impact of 'Afrobeats’' music
on the global charts in terms of power dynamics and post-colonial identity?

A.

B.
C.
D

Formalist Analysis
Decolonial Theory
Psychological Realism
Linguistic Determinism
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