Name: Date:

Answer Key: Neon Signs and Digital Echoes: A 9th Grade Pop Culture
Analysis Quest

Students sharpen their critical lenses by deconstructing the semiotics and hidden power structures embed-
ded within modern media and global fashion trends.

1. When analyzing the 2024 'Quiet Luxury' fashion movement, which sociological concept explains the
shift from loud logos to understated, high-end materials as a means of maintaining social hierarchy?

Answer: B) Conspicuous Non-Consumption

Quiet Luxury functions as 'conspicuous non-consumption,' where the absence of logos serves as a sophisticated
gatekeeping mechanism that only those with specific cultural capital can decode.

2. In narrative analysis, the 'Para-social Interaction' theory suggests that digital audiences develop
one-sided psychological bonds with AI-generated influencers as if they were real entities.

Answer: A) True

Para-social interaction occurs when audiences form emotional connections with media figures, including virtual or
Al personalities, despite the lack of reciprocal interaction.

3. The resurgence of 1990s 'Grungy' aesthetics in urban architecture and graphic design is an example
of , Where past cultural forms are repurposed to evoke nostalgia and critique modern perfection-
ism.

Answer: C) Hauntology

Hauntology refers to the persistence of elements from the past, used in the present to reflect on lost futures or to
critique the current state of culture.

4. Analyzing the film 'Everything Everywhere All At Once' through the lens of 'Absurdism’ allows a critic
to investigate which of the following societal reflections?

Answer: B) The struggle for meaning in an era of information overload

The film's use of the multiverse and absurdism mirrors the modern experience of 'choice paralysis' and the search
for individual purpose within a chaotic digital age.

5. Semiotics is the study of signs and symbols; in pop culture analysis, a 'signifier' is the physical form
of the symbol, while the 'signified’ is the mental concept it represents.
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Answer: A) True

This is the fundamental definition of semiotics developed by Ferdinand de Saussure, which allows analysts to decode
how images carry deeper cultural meanings.

6. When a small subcultural trend, such as 'Cottagecore,’ is adopted by major fast-fashion corporations
for mass production, it is known as .

Answer: B) Co-optation

Co-optation describes the process by which a mainstream culture takes an idea from a subculture and strips it of its
original meaning to make it profitable.

7. In the analysis of modern 'Dystopian’ literature like 'The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes,' the setting
often serves as a metaphor for:

Answer: C) Current anxieties regarding surveillance and authoritarianism

Dystopian fiction traditionally functions as social commentary, using extreme fictional worlds to warn against trends
in contemporary governance and technology.

8. The concept of the explains why fans feel a sense of ownership over a franchise's narrative,
leading to backlash when creators make controversial changes.

Answer: D) Participatory Culture

Participatory culture, a term popularized by Henry Jenkins, describes how fans actively engage with and reshape
media, blurring the lines between consumer and producer.

9. A'Polysemic’ text in pop culture is one that has only one fixed, objective meaning that every audience
member must interpret the same way.

Answer: B) False

Polysemic refers to the capacity for a sign or text to have multiple meanings, which are interpreted differently based
on the viewer's cultural background.

10. Which analytical framework would be most effective for studying the impact of 'Afrobeats' music
on the global charts in terms of power dynamics and post-colonial identity?

Answer: B) Decolonial Theory
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Decolonial theory examines how marginalized cultures reclaim their agency and influence within global structures
previously dominated by Western standards.
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