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Answer Key: Diction Fiction: 12th Grade Narrative Voice Masterclass

Deconstruct complex narrative techniques and synthesize stylistic choices through high-level analysis of tone,
syntax, and voice in contemporary prose.

1. In Zadie Smith's 'White Teeth,' the narrator often employs a 'God’s-eye view' that comments on the
characters' cultural ironies. This specific creative writing technique is known as:

Answer: C) Editorial omniscience

Editorial omniscience occurs when an all-knowing narrator provides personal commentary or moral judgments on
the actions of the characters, a hallmark of Smith's sprawling narrative style.

2. When an author like Cormac McCarthy intentionally omits punctuation and uses polysyndeton
(repeated conjunctions), they are manipulating to create a relentless, biblical pace.

Answer: A) Syntax

Syntax refers to the arrangement of words and phrases; McCarthy's unique syntactical choices define his minimalist
yet heavy prose style.

3. True or False: Using 'Free Indirect Discourse' allows a writer to adopt the tone and thoughts of a
character while remaining in the third-person perspective.

Answer: A) True

Free indirect discourse is a sophisticated technique used by authors like Jane Austen or James Joyce to bridge the gap
between third-person narration and a character's internal subjectivity.

4. Which objective is primary when a writer uses 'vignettes' rather than a traditional linear plot
structure, as seen in Sandra Cisneros's work?

Answer: B) To prioritize thematic atmosphere over chronological sequence

Vignettes are brief, evocative descriptions that focus on a moment or a character's internal state, often used to build
a thematic collage rather than a chronological plot.

5.If a writer chooses to narrate a story using 'we' as the primary pronoun, they are employing the rarely
used point of view.

Answer: C) First-person plural
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The first-person plural perspective (we) creates a collective consciousness or community voice, notably used in Jeffrey
Eugenides’ 'The Virgin Suicides'.

6. True or False: 'Voice' and 'Theme' are interchangeable terms in creative writing because both
represent the author's message.

Answer: B) False

Voice is the stylistic 'fingerprint' of the writing (personality/tone), while Theme is the underlying concept or universal
truth explored in the work.

7.In 'The Thing Around Your Neck,' Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie uses the second-person (‘'you’). What is
the most likely pedagogical reason for this stylistic choice?

Answer: B) To implicate the reader and bridge the gap of cultural experience

The second-person 'you' creates an immediate, visceral connection, forcing the reader to step into the difficult
experiences of the character.

8. A writer who utilizes 'defamiliarization’ is attempting to present common objects or situations in a
strange or way to enhance perception.

Answer: C) Artistic

Defamiliarization (Ostranenie) is a technique used to provoke new perspectives by describing the mundane as if seen
for the first time.

9. Which of these best defines 'unreliable narration’ in a senior-level literary context?
Answer: B) A narrator whose credibility is compromised by mental state, bias, or intent

Unreliability is a deliberate narrative device where the reader must look past the narrator's perspective to find the
actual truth of the story.

10. True or False: 'Micro-fiction' requires the same structural complexities as a novel, but compressed
into a smaller word count.

Answer: A) True

Even in very short forms (like the 6-word story), effective creative writing still demands a sense of conflict, arc, and
character, just highly condensed.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2



