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Decoding the Rhetorical Blueprint: A 9th Grade Essay Challenge

Evidence synthesis, structural nuance, and tonal analysis — elevate your prose by mastering the subtle 
architecture of advanced academic discourse.

1. A student is writing an analysis of the ethical implications of CRISPR gene editing. They must evaluate 
competing scientific studies and address potential societal inequality. Which essay framework is most 
appropriate?

A. Narrative approach focusing on a scientist's daily routine
B. Descriptive approach focused on the visual mapping of DNA
C. Argumentative approach using logic and counterargument synthesis
D. Expository approach providing a basic definition of genetics

2. In a formal expository essay, the writer should prioritize emotional appeals (pathos) over objective 
data and logical sequencing.

A. True
B. False

3. When a writer uses sensory language to recreate the 'lost generation' atmosphere of a 1920s Parisian 
café without telling a specific plot-driven story, they are primarily utilizing the ________ essay type.

A. Persuasive
B. Descriptive
C. Narrative
D. Expository

4. Which of the following would be an appropriate 'Hard' difficulty thesis for a 9th-grade argumentative 
essay on urban planning?

A. Cities are very crowded and need more parks for people to play in.
B. This essay will explain why sky-scrapers are built using steel and glass.
C. While green spaces are costly, urban rewilding initiatives offer a measurable ROI in public health 

and climate resilience.
D. I think that city planners should make sure there are more buses for students.

5. A narrative essay can serve a larger rhetorical purpose by using a personal anecdote to illustrate a 
universal human truth or systemic issue.

A. True
B. False

6. You are tasked with writing a piece for a tech journal explaining how blockchain technology functions 
without expressing an opinion on its value. What is your primary mode?

A. Persuasive
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B. Expository
C. Narrative
D. Argumentative

7. In an advanced essay, the section where a writer anticipates and refutes an opposing viewpoint is 
known as the ________.

A. Abstract
B. Hook
C. Counterargument
D. Exposition

8. Which organizational structure is best suited for an expository essay comparing the geopolitical 
strategies of the Roman Empire and the Mongol Empire?

A. Chronological order based on birth dates of kings
B. A point-by-point comparison of specific governance and military themes
C. A narrative journey of a fictional traveler
D. A list of sensory descriptions of the two regions

9. A persuasive essay that relies heavily on the credibility and character of the author or cited experts 
is utilizing ________.

A. Logos
B. Kairos
C. Pathos
D. Ethos

10. The primary difference between an argumentative essay and a persuasive essay at the col-
lege-preparatory level is that argumentative essays rely more strictly on empirical evidence and formal 
logic.

A. True
B. False
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