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Unmasking the Anti-Hero: An 8th Grade Literary Expedition into Hidden Motives

Challenge your students to look past the surface—deconstruct unreliable narrators and trace internal con-
flicts that drive complex plot arcs during your next novel study.

1. A character who possesses some traditional villainous qualities but ultimately wins the reader's
sympathy is best categorized as:

A. A static antagonist

B. An anti-hero

C. Aflat protagonist

D. Afoil

2. The literary technique where a minor character's traits contrast sharply with the protagonist's to
highlight specific qualities is called a

A. Dynamic
B. Foil

C. Archetype
D. Shadow

3. An 'unreliable narrator' is always a character who is intentionally lying to the reader to hide a crime.

A. True
B. False

4. When analyzing the 'Iceberg Theory' of characterization, what represents the 10% above the water?
A. Subconscious fears and past trauma
B. Internal monologue and secrets
C. Explicit dialogue and physical actions
D. Cultural upbringing and values

5. Which of the following is the most accurate indicator of a ‘dynamic' character?
A. The character performs several physically demanding tasks.
B. The character has a complex backstory revealed in flashbacks.
C. The character undergoes a fundamental change in perspective or personality.
D. The character remains consistent and predictable throughout the story.

6. Arecurring character type, such as the 'Wise Mentor' or the 'Star-Crossed Lover,’ that appears across
many different cultures is known as an

A. Antagonist

B. Analogy

C. Allegory

D. Archetype
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7. Internal conflict (Man vs. Self) is a primary driver for character development in complex literature.
A. True
B. False

8. Which method of characterization is being used when an author describes a character's messy
bedroom to suggest their disorganized mind?

A. Direct characterization

B. Indirect characterization

C. Omniscient characterization

D. Static characterization

9. If a character's motivation is 'extrinsic,' they are most likely being driven by
A. Internal guilt
B. Moral conviction
C. Social status or money
D. Personal growth

10. A 'flat’ character can still be a 'dynamic’ character within the same story.
A. True
B. False
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