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Answer Key: Geopolitical Chess for College Strategists

Synthesize spatial theory and tectonic power shifts through critical evaluation of the Rimland hypothesis and
maritime hegemony in the Indo-Pacific.

1. Evaluate the contemporary relevance of Nicholas Spykman’s Rimland Theory. Which scenario best
illustrates a modern application of this strategy to contain a central Eurasian power?

Answer: B) The strengthening of the 'Quad' alliance between the U.S., Japan, Australia, and India.

Spykman argued that control of the maritime fringes (Rimland) is key to containing the Heartland; the Quad alliance
focuses on maritime security across the Indo-Pacific periphery to balance Eurasian continental powers.

2. According to the principles of 'Critical Geopolitics,’ the concept of the 'state' is viewed as an objective,
naturally occurring geographical entity rather than a discursive construct used to exercise power.

Answer: B) False

Critical Geopolitics (led by scholars like Tuathail) argues that geography is not 'fate' but a social and political
construction—ideological scripts used by elites to justify foreign policy.

3. The concept of , often attributed to Friedrich Ratzel, suggests that states function as
organic entities that must expand their territory to remain healthy, an idea later misappropriated as
‘Lebensraum’.

Answer: D) The Organic Theory of the State

Ratzel's Organic Theory applied Darwinian biological principles to states, suggesting they require space (Raum) to
grow, which profoundly influenced early 20th-century German geopolitics.

4. Analyzing the 'String of Pearls’ strategy in the Indian Ocean, which geopolitical concept best explains
the acquisition of port facilities in Gwadar and Hambantota?

Answer: C) Power projection through maritime chokepoint proximity

The 'String of Pearls' refers to a network of Chinese military and commercial facilities along sea lines of communica-
tion, specifically targeting influence over maritime chokepoints.

5. The 'Blue Economy' framework explores how nations can leverage maritime resources for sustain-
able development, yet it frequently exacerbates 'territorialization’ disputes in international waters.
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Answer: A) True

While focused on sustainability, the Blue Economy drives states to define and defend Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)
more aggressively to claim seabed minerals and fisheries.

6. In the context of Central Asian geopolitics, the term refers to the 19th-century strategic
rivalry between the British and Russian Empires, which is often used as a template for modern resource
competition in the region.

Answer: A) The Great Game

The 'Great Game' is the classic term for the geopolitical struggle for influence in Central Asia, a concept frequently
invoked in analyses of current pipeline politics.

7. How does the concept of 'Shatterbelts' (as defined by Saul Cohen) differ from traditional buffer
states?

Answer: C) Shatterbelts are regions caught between colliding 'Great Power' spheres, characterized by chronic
instability.

Cohen defined shatterbelts as geostrategic regions that are internally fragmented and caught in the competition
between major world powers, such as the Middle East or Eastern Europe.

8. The UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) defines a nation's as
extending 200 nautical miles from its coast, granting it sole rights to exploit all natural resources within
that area.

Answer: B) Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

The EEZ is the critical geopolitical tool established by UNCLOS that allows states to claim resource rights (fishing,
minerals, oil) far beyond their 12-mile territorial waters.

9. Alfred Thayer Mahan's theory of sea power suggested that a nation's greatness is primarily deter-
mined by its ability to maintain a massive land-based army to defend internal trade routes.

Answer: B) False

Mahan argued that sea power (naval strength and control of maritime trade) was the primary factor in national
greatness and global dominance, rather than land power.

10. Synthesizing the impact of 'Cyber-Geopolitics,’ how does the digitalization of infrastructure chal-
lenge the traditional Westphalian notion of sovereignty?

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 3



Name: Date:

Answer: C) It allows for the projection of power and violation of territory without physical crossing of borders.

Cyber-geopolitics introduces a 'deterritorialized' layer of conflict where states can disrupt the security and economy
of rivals regardless of physical distance or geographic barriers.
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