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Answer Key: Lexical Labyrinth: The 7th Grade Semantic Strategy Chal-
lenge

Deconstruct complex linguistic nuances and resolve semantic conflicts as you navigate through sophisticated
word relationships and phonetic traps.

1. In a legal context, an 'indictment’ is a formal charge. Which synonym would best convey the same
gravitas in a formal argumentative essay regarding social justice?

Answer: B) Accusation

While 'arraignment' is a legal step, 'accusation' is the most effective synonym for 'indictment' when expressing a
formal claim of wrongdoing in a broad social context.

2. Choose the correct homophones to complete this atmospheric observation: 'The vast of the
library was so quiet you could almost the dust settling on the ancient scrolls.’

Answer: A) aisle / hear

An ‘aisle’ refers to a passage between rows of shelves, while 'hear' is the verb for auditory perception.

3. True or False: The words ‘ephemeral’ and 'perpetual’ are antonyms that describe the duration of an
event.

Answer: A) True

'Ephemeral' means lasting a very short time, while 'perpetual' means never ending; thus, they are direct opposites.

4. Consider the nuance of the word 'diligent.' If a student is the antonym of 'diligent’ regarding their
studies, their approach is most likely:

Answer: B) Cursory

'Cursory' means hasty and superficial, which serves as an effective antonym for 'diligent' (showing care and consci-
entiousness).

5. Identify the homophone pair that correctly creates a satirical meaning: 'The monarch's long
finally came to an end when it started to during the outdoor coronation.’

Answer: C) reign / rain
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'Reign’ refers to the period of royal rule, while 'rain' refers to precipitation.
6. Which set of synonyms moves in order from LEAST intense to MOST intense?
Answer: A) Glimmer, Flare, Glare

A'glimmer'is a faint light, a 'flare' is a sudden bright light, and a 'glare' is a harsh, blinding light.

7. True or False: In a scientific report, using the synonym 'vague' instead of 'ambiguous’ would change
the technical precision of the findings.

Answer: A) True

True. 'Ambiguous' means having multiple specific meanings, whereas 'vague' means lacking clarity or definition. In
science, these nuances matter.

8. Complete the sentence with the correct homophone: 'The baker decided to the dough with a
heavy hand, proving that the family's for bread-making was still strong.’

Answer: B) knead / need

To 'knead' is the action of working dough; 'need' is a requirement or necessity.

9. If an explorer is 'intrepid,’ which antonym would describe their rival who is paralyzed by the slightest
hint of danger?

Answer: C) Craven

'Craven' is a sophisticated antonym for 'intrepid' (fearless), representing extreme cowardice.

10. Select the option that correctly differentiates between the homophones of sound and location: 'The
ship's navigator shouted, "Lower the I" as they approached the of the shipwreck.’

Answer: A) sail / site

'Sail' is the fabric used to catch wind, and 'site' refers to a specific location or place.
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