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Answer Key: Fact-Finding Fun: 2nd Grade's Great Source Race

Apply analytical skills to identify reliable sources and practice simple citations during your next classroom 
investigation.

1. You are writing about helpful honeybees. Which of these is the most reliable place to find facts for 
your report?

Answer: B) An encyclopedia article written by a scientist

Encyclopedias are written by experts to provide true facts, while comics and toys are usually for fun or play.

2. When you write down the name of the person who wrote a book, you are giving credit to the ________.

Answer: C) Author

The author is the person who created the ideas and words, so we must list their name to show it was their work.

3. It is okay to copy a whole page from a website and say that you wrote it yourself.

Answer: B) False

Taking someone else's work and calling it your own is not honest; we must always use our own words or cite the 
source.

4. If you are researching how a seed grows, why is the 'Table of Contents' in a book helpful?

Answer: D) It helps you find the specific page about 'Seeds'

The Table of Contents helps researchers locate specific information quickly without reading the whole book.

5. To cite a book, you usually need the title of the book and the __________ it was printed.

Answer: A) Year

The year of publication helps the reader know how current the information in the book is.

6. A website that ends in '.gov' or '.edu' is often a more trustworthy source for school research.

Answer: A) True
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Government (.gov) and school (.edu) websites are generally checked for accuracy by experts.

7. You found a great fact in a book called 'Ocean Life' by May Chen. What is the best way to keep your 
notes organized?

Answer: B) Write the fact and the book's title next to it

Keeping the source title near your notes ensures you can find the information again and cite it later.

8. When you use a direct quote from a book, you should put ________ around the words.

Answer: B) Quotation marks

Quotation marks show the reader exactly which words were taken from another person's writing.

9. An old book from 1950 is always the best source for information about new robots.

Answer: B) False

For modern topics like technology, it is important to find current sources so the information isn't outdated.

10. Why do researchers use more than one book or website for a project?

Answer: B) To see if different experts agree on the facts

Comparing different sources helps confirm that the information is accurate and gives a better picture of the topic.
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