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Answer Key: A House Divided Rescued: 7th Grade Reconstruction Quiz

Examine how the 15th Amendment and the Battle of Shiloh reshaped the American landscape during this 
foundational unit on national reunification.

1. Which early 1862 battle in Tennessee was one of the first to show both sides that the war would be 
long and very costly in lives?

Answer: A) The Battle of Shiloh

The Battle of Shiloh resulted in more than 23,000 casualties, shocking both the North and South and proving the war 
would not end quickly.

2. The 15th Amendment was passed to ensure that the right to vote could not be denied based on race 
or previous condition of servitude.

Answer: A) True

Ratified in 1870, the 15th Amendment specifically targeted voting rights for African American men.

3. General ________ was the Confederate leader who led the Army of Northern Virginia for most of the 
Civil War.

Answer: B) Robert E. Lee

Robert E. Lee became the most famous Confederate general and surrendered his army at Appomattox Court House 
in 1865.

4. During the Era of Reconstruction, what was the primary goal of 'Radical Republicans' in Congress?

Answer: C) To protect the rights of freed people and punish former Confederate leaders

Radical Republicans wanted to fundamentally transform the South and ensure civil rights for formerly enslaved 
people through federal law.

5. The ________ was a series of escape routes and safe houses used by enslaved people to reach freedom 
in the North or Canada.

Answer: C) Underground Railroad
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The Underground Railroad was a secret network of abolitionists and allies that helped thousands of people escape 
slavery before the Civil War.

6. The ironclad ships the Monitor and the Merrimack fought a famous naval battle that changed how 
warships were built forever.

Answer: A) True

The Battle of Hampton Roads proved that wooden ships were obsolete compared to new iron-plated vessels.

7. Which of these describes a 'Scalawag' during the Reconstruction period?

Answer: B) A Southern white person who supported the Republican Party and Reconstruction

Scalawag was a negative nickname given to Southerners who cooperated with the new Reconstruction governments.

8. After the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, ________ became the 17th President of the United States.

Answer: A) Andrew Johnson

Andrew Johnson was the Vice President who took office in April 1865 and later faced impeachment for his disagree-
ments with Congress.

9. The term 'Carpetbagger' referred to Southern politicians who traveled to the North to influence 
elections.

Answer: B) False

The term actually referred to Northerners who moved to the South during Reconstruction, often carrying luggage 
made of carpet material.

10. Which event is often considered the official start of the Civil War?

Answer: B) The firing on Fort Sumter

In April 1861, Confederate forces fired on the Union-held Fort Sumter in South Carolina, marking the beginning of 
military hostilities.
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