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Answer Key: Conquer Descriptive Precision: A 9th Grade Adjectives 
Quiz

Noun modification, comparative structures, and sensory details. Perfect as a formative assessment to sharp-
en student narrative and academic writing.

1. In the sentence 'The architectural design was surprisingly utilitarian despite the high cost,' which 
word functions as an adjective?

Answer: B) utilitarian

'Utilitarian' is a descriptive adjective modifying the noun 'design.' 'Surprisingly' is an adverb, 'despite' is a preposition, 
and 'design' is a noun.

2. The candidate's ________ speech failed to address the systemic issues facing the community.

Answer: C) laconic

'Laconic' is an adjective meaning using few words; it correctly modifies the noun 'speech.' Others are adverbs, nouns, 
or verbs.

3. In the phrase 'those ancient artifacts,' the word 'those' is acting as a demonstrative adjective because 
it identifies which specific artifacts are being discussed.

Answer: A) True

Demonstrative adjectives like 'this,' 'that,' 'these,' and 'those' point out specific nouns.

4. Which of the following sentences uses a superlative adjective correctly to compare one item against 
an entire group?

Answer: B) The blue whale is the most massive animal on Earth.

Superlative adjectives indicate the highest degree. For a multi-syllable word like 'massive,' the correct form uses 
'most.'

5. While the first draft was good, the ________ version of the manuscript provided much more clarity for 
the readers.

Answer: A) latter
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'Latter' is a demonstrative adjective used to refer to the second of two things mentioned.

6. The word 'many' in the sentence 'Many students attended the assembly' is a quantitative adjective.

Answer: A) True

Quantitative adjectives describe the amount or number of a noun without being a specific digit.

7. Which sentence contains a comparative adjective comparing two different climates?

Answer: C) The rainforest is more humid than the savanna.

The phrase 'more humid than' is a comparative structure used to show the difference between two things.

8. The detective noticed a ________ change in the witness's demeanor when the stolen jewels were 
mentioned.

Answer: C) subtle

'Subtle' is the adjective form required to modify the noun 'change.'

9. Adjectives can only describe physical appearance, not abstract qualities like emotions or concepts.

Answer: B) False

Adjectives frequently describe abstract traits, such as an 'ambitious' goal or a 'melancholy' atmosphere.

10. In the sentence 'Several witnesses came forward following the incident,' the word 'several' provides 
what kind of information?

Answer: B) Quantity

'Several' is a quantitative adjective that indicates an indefinite number of witnesses.
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