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Answer Key: Deconstructing the Discourse: 10th Grade Critical Reading
Quiz

Sophomores synthesize rhetorical appeals and evaluate the structural integrity of complex sociopolitical
arguments to determine authorial credibility.

1. In a peer-reviewed paper regarding indigenous land management, the author identifies as both a
researcher and a tribal member. How should a critical reader translate this 'positionality’ into their
analysis of the text?

Answer: B) Synthesize the author's unique cultural lens as a valid framework for interpreting the data.

Advanced critical reading requires recognizing an author's 'positionality’'—the intersection of their identity and
academic perspective—as a contextual tool rather than just a source of bias.

2. True or False: To evaluate a text's 'logical validity,' a reader must confirm that the conclusion
necessarily follows from the premises, regardless of whether the reader agrees with the initial premise.

Answer: A) True

Critical reading involves evaluating the internal structure of an argument. Logical validity refers to the connection
between claims and conclusions, distinct from personal agreement.

3. An editorial on urban planning uses the phrase 'metropolitan sprawl' instead of 'suburban develop-
ment.' Which critical reading lens is most effective here to uncover the author's subtext?

Answer: B) Diction and Connotative Analysis

The term 'spraw!' carries a negative connotation of uncontrolled growth, whereas 'development' is more neutral or
positive; analyzing this choice reveals the author's critical bias.

4. When a text uses a specific example to draw a broad, universal conclusion without sufficient data,
this critical reading check identifies it as a(n)

Answer: B) Hasty Generalization

A hasty generalization is an informal fallacy where a conclusion is reached based on an insufficient sample size, a
key focus of advanced critical analysis.

5. True or False: An author's 'omission’ of a counter-argument is often just as significant for critical
analysis as the arguments they actually choose to include.
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Answer: A) True

Critical reading involves 'reading the silence'—identifying what an author leaves out helps reveal their ideological
boundaries and potential biases.

6.If an essay on renewable energy relies heavily on data from 1995, which 'CRAPP' test metric (Currency,
Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose) is the primary concern for a 10th-grade critical reader?

Answer: C) Currency

In rapidly evolving fields like technology or science, the 'Currency' (timeliness) of the information is vital for the
argument's current validity.

7. The process of comparing a primary source account of the 1918 pandemic with a modern medical
analysis of the same event is known in critical reading as

Answer: B) Cross-Referencing or Triangulation

Triangulation involves using multiple sources to cross-verify facts and nuances, a hallmark of sophisticated research
and reading.

8. You are reading an analysis of a classic novel written by a contemporary critic who applies a 'Marxist'
lens. This approach primarily focuses on which of the following?

Answer: C) Power dynamics, social class, and economic struggle.

Critical reading at the advanced level involves applying theoretical frameworks; a Marxist lens specifically scrutinizes
class struggle and power structures within a text.

9. Identifying the 'intended audience’ of a 17th-century political pamphlet helps the reader determine
its —the specific circumstances that prompted its creation.

Answer: A) Exigence

In rhetoric, 'exigence' is the urgent need or demand that moves an author to write; understanding it is vital for deep
contextual analysis.

10. True or False: Objective reading and critical reading are identical because both require the reader
to remove all subjective feelings while processing information.

Answer: B) False
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False. While objectivity is valued, critical reading actually requires the reader to actively engage their own knowledge
and analytical skills to judge the text, rather than just passively receiving information.
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