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Lexical Architecture: A College Level Morphology Blueprint

Can you identify the foundational structures of academic English? Exercise recall and basic comprehension 
of Latinate and Greek morphemes found in scholarly texts.

1. In the context of jurisprudence, the root word 'jur' (as seen in 'perjury' or 'jurisdiction') most nearly 
means:

A. To judge
B. Law or oath
C. Crime
D. To speak

2. The prefix 'ante-' in the word 'antebellum' indicates that the period occurred ___________ the war.
A. Against
B. During
C. Before
D. After

3. The suffix '-ism' is typically used to transform a root into a noun denoting a system of belief, theory, 
or practice.

A. True
B. False

4. Which of the following Greek roots refers specifically to 'mankind' or 'humanity'?
A. Bio
B. Ethno
C. Anthropo
D. Demo

5. A student of geology knows that the root 'lith' (as in 'lithosphere' or 'monolith') refers to ___________.
A. Stone
B. Earth
C. Pressure
D. Heat

6. The prefix 'pseudo-' (as in 'pseudonym') means 'false' or 'deceptive.'
A. True
B. False

7. The suffix '-ous' (as in 'tenacious' or 'voracious') functions to turn a word into which part of speech?
A. Adverb
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B. Verb
C. Noun
D. Adjective

8. If 'path' refers to feeling or disease, the prefix 'a-' (as in 'apathy') communicates a ___________ of that 
feeling.

A. Reversal
B. Lack or absence
C. Superiority
D. Mintensity

9. The root 'phil' in words like 'philanthropy' or 'philosophy' means 'knowledge.'
A. True
B. False

10. In the term 'interdisciplinary,' the prefix 'inter-' suggests the relationship between fields is:
A. Within a single focus
B. Against each other
C. Between or among
D. To remove a focus
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