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Answer Key: Nail the Nuance: 10th Grade Descriptive Precision Quiz

Can subtle word choices alter a reader's perception? Analyze how sophisticated modifiers shape tone and
meaning in complex literary passages.

1. In a political analysis, which adjective best conveys a ‘calculated and strategic' tone regarding a
candidate's silence?

Answer: B) Tactical

"Tactical' implies a deliberate action taken as part of a larger plan, aligning with the strategic context of the sentence.

2. Choose the most appropriate word to complete this synthesis: 'While the first draft was verbose, the
revised manuscript was , distilling the complex theory into three potent pages.'

Answer: C) Incisive

'Incisive' describes writing that is clear, direct, and sharp, serving as a perfect contrast to 'verbose'.

3. True or False: In the phrase 'the former option,' the word 'former’ functions as a demonstrative
adjective by specifying which item in a sequence is being referenced.

Answer: A) True

Demonstrative adjectives like former, latter, this, and that identify specific nouns based on their proximity or order.

4. Which sentence utilizes a superlative adjective to evaluate a character's relative social standing in a
Victorian novel?

Answer: B) She remained the most influential matriarch in the county.

'Most influential' is the superlative form, used to compare one entity against a whole group (the county).

5. Complete the sentence with an adjective that suggests a 'fleeting or temporary' quality: 'The ghost's
presence left the investigators questioning their own senses.’

Answer: B) Ephemeral

'Ephemeral' means lasting for a very short time, which fits the context of a ghostly, fleeting encounter.
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6. True or False: Using the adjective 'notorious' to describe a historical figure implies they were famous
for positive achievements.

Answer: B) False

'Notorious' carries a negative connotation, meaning well-known for a bad quality or deed.

7. Identify the quantitative adjective in this sentence: 'Despite the myriad challenges presented by the
expedition, the crew remained undeterred.’

Answer: C) Myriad

'Myriad' functions as a quantitative adjective here, indicating a countless or extremely great number.

8. Which adjective provides the most cynical tone to this description: 'The politician offered a
smile to the cameras before departing.’

Answer: C) Saccharine

'Saccharine' implies something is excessively sweet in an artificial or insincere way, creating a cynical tone.

9. Which of the following comparative adjectives is used correctly to analyze two different experimental
outcomes?

Answer: B) The results were more conclusive than the previous trial.

'More conclusive'is the proper comparative form for an adjective with multiple syllables when comparing two things.

10. True or False: In the phrase 'yonder valley,’ the word 'yonder' is a descriptive adjective indicating
the color of the landscape.

Answer: B) False

'Yonder' is a demonstrative adjective used to point out a location (meaning 'over there'), not a descriptive color
adjective.
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