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Answer Key: Dissect Your Prose: Advanced Adverbial Syntax for College
Writers

Analyze the nuances of sentential adverbs, conjunctive placement, and degree intensifiers to refine academic
arguments and rhetorical precision.

1. In the following sentence, categorize the function of 'incidentally’: 'The researcher’s findings, inci-
dentally, contradicted the initial hypothesis formulated in the spring.'

Answer: B) Sentential adverb providing authorial commentary

'Incidentally’ functions here as a sentential (disjunct) adverb, which modifies the entire clause to indicate a transition
or an aside rather than modifying a specific verb.

2. Choose the most appropriate adverb to complete the formal academic observation: 'The aesthetic
of the Mid-Century Modern movement is linked to the Bauhaus school of design.’

Answer: A) Inextricably

'Inextricably' is an adverb of manner that fits the academic context, describing a connection that is impossible to
disentangle.

3. True or False: In the sentence 'The candidate spoke quite persuasively,' the word 'quite' functions as
an adverb of degree modifying another adverb.

Answer: A) True

'Persuasively' is an adverb of manner modifying the verb 'spoke,' and 'quite' is an adverb of degree that modifies
'persuasively.’

4. Which of the following utilizes an adverb to express a shift in the speaker's stance toward the truth
value of the entire statement?

Answer: B) Arguably, the treaty was doomed from the start.

'Arguably' is an evaluation adverb used to frame the entire proposition, signaling the speaker's epistemic stance.

5.In the sentence 'The board of directors approved the merger during the late-night session,’
which adverb of time specifies when the action concluded?

Answer: C) Finally
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'Finally' is an adverb of time that suggests the conclusion of a process, whereas 'reluctantly’ and 'unanimously' are
adverbs of manner.

6. True or False: In legal and technical writing, the word 'therein’ serves as an adverb of place.

Answer: A) True

'Therein' refers to a location or position within a specific document or space, classifying it as an adverb of place.

7. Identify the conjunctive adverb used to signify a contrast in this sociological critique: 'The urban
population continues to increase; conversely, rural communities face unprecedented shrinkage.'

Answer: C) Conversely

'‘Conversely' is a conjunctive adverb that connects two independent clauses by illustrating a reverse or opposite
relationship.

8. Which adverb of frequency would best emphasize an irregular, non-patterned occurrence in a clinical
case study? 'The patient reported experiencing phantom limb sensations.’

Answer: A) Sporadically

'Sporadically' specifically denotes occurrences that happen at irregular intervals, providing more analytical precision
than 'always' or ‘commonly.'

9. True or False: In the sentence 'The results were surprisingly consistent,’ 'surprisingly’ is an adverb
of degree modifying the adjective 'consistent.’

Answer: A) True

Adverbs of degree can modify adjectives to show the intensity or the speaker's reaction to the quality described.

10. Examine the placement: 'The economy has slowed significantly in the third quarter.’ If 'significantly’
is moved to the beginning of the sentence, how does the grammatical focus change?

Answer: B) It remains an adverb of manner but gains rhetorical emphasis.

Moving an adverb to the initial position (fronting) serves to highlight the degree or manner of the action, altering
the rhetorical weight without changing its part of speech.
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