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Answer Key: Level Up Your Draft: The Sophomore's Guide to Writing 
Like a Pro
Synthesize complex revision strategies and evaluate structural integrity through high-level analysis of rhetoric 
and authorial intent.

1. During the revision of a rhetorical analysis on Virginia Woolf’s 'A Room of One's Own,' you notice 
your transitions focus mainly on chronological order rather than logical progression. What is the most 
effective fix?

Answer: A) Replace temporal markers with causal or comparative conjunctions.

To move beyond basic writing, high school writers must use transitional phrases that signal logical relationships (e.g., 
'furthermore', 'conversely') rather than just time.

2. A developmental edit (substantive revision) should ideally be performed before a line edit (sen-
tence-level polishing).

Answer: A) True

Scaffolding the writing process requires fixing structural and thematic issues (macro) before addressing grammar 
and syntax (micro) to avoid wasting time on sentences that may be deleted.

3. In the ________ stage, a writer might use a technique like 'reverse outlining' to evaluate the logical flow 
and weight of their existing argumentative claims.

Answer: B) Recursive Revision

Reverse outlining is a sophisticated revision tool used to evaluate the structure of an already-written draft, making 
it part of the recursive revision process.

4. You are drafting a critique of 'The Great Gatsby' focusing on the moral decay of the 1920s. Which 
activity belongs in the planning stage to ensure a high-level theoretical framework?

Answer: C) Synthesizing secondary source viewpoints to establish a unique thesis.

For 10th-grade writers, planning involves higher-order thinking like synthesis and thesis development rather than 
simple list-making.

5. If a writer is identifying 'orphaned quotes'—quotes without proper introduction or analysis—and 
integrating them into the prose, they are performing ________.
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Answer: D) Revision

Revising involves more than just fixing errors; it includes improving the integration and analysis of evidence to 
strengthen the overall argument.

6. The 'Publishing' stage for a modern student might include submitting a digital manuscript to a 
peer-review repository or a school literary magazine.

Answer: A) True

Publishing is the acts of making work public; for advanced students, this often involves seeking an external audience 
beyond the teacher.

7. Which scenario represents the 'Hard' difficulty level of the drafting phase, requiring the most 
synthesis of skills?

Answer: B) Translating complex research into a persuasive narrative for a specific audience.

High-level drafting requires the writer to juggle audience awareness, purpose, and the synthesis of information 
simultaneously.

8. A writer who ensures that their subject-verb agreement and pronoun-antecedent references are 
flawless is focused on the ________ stage.

Answer: C) Editing

Editing specifically targets technical accuracy, including grammar, mechanics, and usage, to ensure the document is 
professional.

9. The writing process is a strictly linear progression where a writer cannot return to the planning phase 
once drafting has begun.

Answer: B) False

The writing process is recursive. Writers often encounter new ideas during drafting that require returning to the 
planning phase to re-outline.

10. During a peer-review session of a lab report on osmosis, you find a classmate's conclusion contra-
dicts their data. Suggesting they rewrite the conclusion is an example of what type of feedback?

Answer: B) Assessing the validity of a logical claim during revision.
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Evaluating the relationship between evidence and claims is a critical component of the revision process in academic 
and scientific writing.
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