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Subtle Nuance, Powerful Prose: Advanced Adjectives for Sophomores

Analyze how precise modifiers transform legal arguments and literary critiques into persuasive instruments
of influence.

1. In a post-colonial critique of 'Things Fall Apart’, which adjective best functions as a 'limiting’ or
'‘particular’ adjective to specify the focus of the narrative perspective?

A. Tragic

B. Indigenous

C. Complex

D. Universal

2. Choose the most precise adjective to complete this rhetorical analysis: 'The orator's _____ appeal to
the jury relied on logic rather than emotion.’

A. Sentimental

B. Cerebral

C. Passionate

D. Lengthy

3. True or False: In the phrase 'the aforementioned evidence,' the word 'aforementioned' serves as a
demonstrative adjective by identifying specific previous information.

A. True

B. False

4. Identify the superlative adjective used for ironic effect in this sentence: 'The politician claimed the
recent scandal was the least significant event of her long, distinguished career.'

A. Long

B. Distinguished

C. Leastsignificant

D. Recent

5. In a scientific abstract discussing the results of a double-blind study, which adjective indicates a
‘quantitative’ assessment of the data?

A. Staggering
B. Insignificant
C. Substantial
D. Empirical

6. True or False: A 'coordinate adjective’ requires a comma between modifiers because each adjective
independently modifies the noun (e.g., 'the relentless, biting wind’).

A. True
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B. False

7. In dystopian literature like '1984', how does the adjective 'monolithic’ typically characterize a gov-
ernment entity?

A. Divided into many small factions

B. Massive, uniform, and impenetrable

C. Transparent and easily influenced

D. Fleeting and temporary

8. Select the comparative adjective that suggests a qualitative improvement in a literary character's
moral arc: 'Jean Valjean became _____ than his former self after the Bishop's kind act.’

A. Wiser

B. Wealthier

C. Stronger

D. Taller

9. True or False: The word 'ubiquitous’ is an adjective used to describe something that is extremely rare
or localized to one specific area.

A. True
B. False

10. Which set of adjectives would best create a 'somber’ tone in a descriptive essay about a late-autumn
evening?

A. Golden, crisp, energetic

B. Lurid, chaotic, vibrant

C. Ashen, desolate, hushed

D. Fertile, blooming, fragrant
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