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Answer Key: Subtle Nuance, Powerful Prose: Advanced Adjectives for 
Sophomores

Analyze how precise modifiers transform legal arguments and literary critiques into persuasive instruments 
of influence.

1. In a post-colonial critique of 'Things Fall Apart', which adjective best functions as a 'limiting' or 
'particular' adjective to specify the focus of the narrative perspective?

Answer: B) Indigenous

'Indigenous' functions as a limiting adjective that categorizes the specific cultural perspective of the narrative, 
whereas the alternatives are purely descriptive qualities.

2. Choose the most precise adjective to complete this rhetorical analysis: 'The orator's ______ appeal to 
the jury relied on logic rather than emotion.'

Answer: B) Cerebral

'Cerebral' specifically denotes an appeal to the intellect or brain, contrasting directly with emotional or sentimental 
appeals.

3. True or False: In the phrase 'the aforementioned evidence,' the word 'aforementioned' serves as a 
demonstrative adjective by identifying specific previous information.

Answer: A) True

'Aforementioned' is a formal demonstrative adjective used to point back to specific nouns or concepts introduced 
earlier in a text.

4. Identify the superlative adjective used for ironic effect in this sentence: 'The politician claimed the 
recent scandal was the least significant event of her long, distinguished career.'

Answer: C) Least significant

'Least significant' is a superlative form indicating the lowest degree of importance, used here to downplay a major 
event.

5. In a scientific abstract discussing the results of a double-blind study, which adjective indicates a 
'quantitative' assessment of the data?
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Answer: C) Substantial

'Substantial' functions as a quantitative adjective denoting a large or considerable amount, which is essential for 
reporting data significance.

6. True or False: A 'coordinate adjective' requires a comma between modifiers because each adjective 
independently modifies the noun (e.g., 'the relentless, biting wind').

Answer: A) True

Coordinate adjectives are of equal rank and can be reversed or separated by 'and'; therefore, they require a comma 
for proper punctuation.

7. In dystopian literature like '1984', how does the adjective 'monolithic' typically characterize a gov-
ernment entity?

Answer: B) Massive, uniform, and impenetrable

'Monolithic' describes something that is massive, solid, and uniform, often used to critique oppressive, singular 
power structures.

8. Select the comparative adjective that suggests a qualitative improvement in a literary character's 
moral arc: 'Jean Valjean became ______ than his former self after the Bishop's kind act.'

Answer: A) Wiser

'Wiser' is a comparative adjective that indicates a growth in judgment or morality, reflecting a character's internal 
transformation.

9. True or False: The word 'ubiquitous' is an adjective used to describe something that is extremely rare 
or localized to one specific area.

Answer: B) False

'Ubiquitous' actually means present, appearing, or found everywhere; it is the opposite of rare.

10. Which set of adjectives would best create a 'somber' tone in a descriptive essay about a late-autumn 
evening?

Answer: C) Ashen, desolate, hushed

'Ashen', 'desolate', and 'hushed' all carry connotations of stillness, decay, or sadness, which synthesize to create a 
somber atmosphere.
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