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Answer Key: Shatter the Status Quo: A Gritty Modern US History 6th 
Grade Quest
Cross-cultural diplomacy, economic pivots, and digital revolutions – analyze the complex shifts that redefined 
America's global and domestic identity.

1. In 1978, President Jimmy Carter facilitated the Camp David Accords. Why was this considered a 
high-level diplomatic synthesis of conflicting regional interests?

Answer: B) It brokered a peaceful framework between long-term rivals Egypt and Israel.

The Camp David Accords were a landmark achievement in modern diplomacy, bringing together leaders from Egypt 
and Israel to sign a peace treaty after decades of hostility.

2. While the 1990s are known for the tech boom, the 1989 fall of the _____ ______ symbolized the beginning 
of the end for the Cold War and the shift toward a unipolar global landscape.

Answer: C) Berlin Wall

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 was the most significant visual and political symbol of the collapsing Soviet influence 
in Eastern Europe.

3. True or False: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 was a major legislative victory that 
mandated equal access in public spaces and employment.

Answer: A) True

The ADA was a pivotal civil rights law that fundamentally changed urban planning and workplace inclusivity for 
millions of Americans.

4. How did the 1970s 'Stagflation' challenge previous economic theories about how the US government 
should manage a recession?

Answer: B) It featured high unemployment and high inflation simultaneously, which was previously thought 
impossible.

Stagflation (stagnant growth + inflation) defied traditional economic logic, which suggested that prices should drop 
when the economy slows down.

5. The 1992 election of the first woman of color to the US Senate, ______, represented a significant 
demographic shift in the legislative branch.
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Answer: B) Carol Moseley Braun

Carol Moseley Braun's election in 1992 was a milestone for representation in the US Senate, reflecting changing social 
attitudes.

6. True or False: The creation of the Department of Homeland Security was a direct organizational 
response to improve domestic coordination after the 9/11 attacks.

Answer: A) True

Following the failures in agency communication before 2001, the US government consolidated dozens of agencies 
into the DHS for better security management.

7. Which 1990s environmental event led to the first major global agreement to protect the ozone layer, 
showing early international cooperation on climate issues?

Answer: B) The Montreal Protocol

The Montreal Protocol is considered one of the most successful environmental treaties, as it effectively phased out 
chemicals damaging the ozone.

8. The Mars Pathfinder mission in 1997 utilized a robotic rover named ______, demonstrating how NASA 
moved toward cost-effective, high-tech planetary exploration.

Answer: B) Sojourner

Sojourner was the first wheeled vehicle to explore another planet, marking a massive technological leap for modern 
space exploration.

9. How did the 2010 'Arab Spring' movements interact with US social media technology to influence 
global politics?

Answer: C) Protesters used US-based platforms to organize and share live updates, bypassing state media.

The Arab Spring was one of the first major global events where digital infrastructure became a tool for rapid political 
mobilization.

10. True or False: The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), signed in the 1990s, was designed 
to increase tariffs and trade barriers between the US and its neighbors.

Answer: B) False
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NAFTA was designed to decrease or eliminate tariffs, encouraging free trade and economic integration between the 
US, Canada, and Mexico.
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