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Answer Key: Vantage Point Voyage: Advanced Pronoun Quest for 5th
Grade

Canyou spot the subtle shift in perspective? Synthesize pronoun usage across 10 complex scenarios involving
shifted antecedents and reflexive logic.

1. In the sentence 'The architectural firm submitted its design for the new library," why is the pronoun
'its' used instead of 'their'?

Answer: A) Because 'firm' is a collective noun acting as a single entity.

In formal English, a collective noun like 'firm' or 'team’ takes a singular pronoun ('its') when the group is acting as a
single unit.

2. Choose the correct pronoun to complete this complex thought: 'While the constellations appeared
distant, several of the stars looked as if ___ were moving closer.’

Answer: B) they

The indefinite pronoun 'several' is plural, so it requires the plural pronoun 'they' to maintain agreement.
3. True or False: In the sentence 'The explorers prepared themselves for the deep-sea dive,’ the word
'‘themselves' is an intensive pronoun used for emphasis.

Answer: B) False

This is false. Here, it is a reflexive pronoun because it is necessary to the meaning of the sentence (the explorers are
the objects of their own preparation).

4. Identify the demonstrative pronoun in this dialogue: 'I examined the fossil samples on the table;
these represent species from the Triassic period.’

Answer: C) these

'These' is a demonstrative pronoun because it points to specific items (the samples) and stands alone as the subject
of the second clause.

5. Select the correct possessive pronoun: 'The invention belonged to Nikola Tesla and Thomas Edison;
the patent was officially ___ .

Answer: B) theirs
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Possessive pronouns like 'theirs' never use apostrophes. It correctly refers back to the two inventors.

6. True or False: The word 'anybody' is a singular indefinite pronoun and should be paired with a singular
verb.

Answer: A) True

Correct. Indefinite pronouns ending in -body, -one, or -thing are grammatically singular.
7. Which sentence uses a pronoun to avoid the most awkward noun repetition?
Answer: B) When the conductor tapped his baton, the musicians raised their instruments.

Option B uses 'his' and 'their' efficiently to replace 'the conductor's' and 'the musicians', creating a smooth, profes-
sional flow.

8. Identify the correct pronoun to represent an unknown subject: 'If finds a message in a bottle
on the beach, it should be delivered to the local museum.’

Answer: B) anyone

'Anyone’ is the appropriate singular indefinite pronoun for an unspecified person in this context.

9. In the sentence 'The captain told the crew that the responsibility for the ship’s safety was ours,’
whose perspective is being represented?

Answer: C) A group that includes the speaker

'Ours' is a first-person plural possessive pronoun, meaning the speaker is part of the group that shares the respon-
sibility.

10. True or False: In the sentence 'That is the most incredible telescope I have ever used,’ the word
'That' functions as a relative pronoun.

Answer: B) False

False.In this specific sentence, 'That'is a demonstrative pronoun because it is pointing out a specific object and acting
as the subject.
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