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Answer Key: Secrets of the Silken Expedition: A 4th Grade Adjective
Quest

Synthesize descriptive layers and comparative structures to craft vivid narrative imagery while evaluating how
specific word choices alter a reader's perception.

1. In the sentence 'The crimson sunset cast long, jagged shadows across the desolate canyon,' which
adjective provides a sense of the terrain's physical texture?

Answer: C) Jagged

'Jagged' describes the sharp, uneven physical texture of the shadows/terrain, whereas the others describe color,
length, or emotional atmosphere.

2. Choose the most sophisticated superlative adjective to finish this comparison: 'Of all the artifacts
found in the ancient tomb, the golden mask was the '

Answer: B) most exquisite

For multi-syllable adjectives like 'exquisite,' the superlative degree is formed by adding 'most' before the word.

3. True or False: In the phrase 'the former explorer,’ the word 'former’ acts as a demonstrative adjective
because it points to a specific person.

Answer: B) False

'Former’ is a sequential or limiting adjective; demonstrative adjectives are specifically 'this, that, these, and those'.

4. Which sentence uses a quantitative adjective to create a sense of overwhelming abundance?

Answer: B) A myriad of emerald beetles swarmed the canopy.

'Myriad' is a sophisticated quantitative adjective meaning an extremely great number, creating a sense of abundance.

5. To make the following description more 'vivid," which adjective best replaces the word 'big'? 'The
icebergs loomed over the tiny research vessel.’

Answer: A) colossal

'Colossal' is a descriptive adjective that conveys extreme size and scale far more effectively than 'big' or 'heavy'.
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6. Which of these sentences correctly uses a comparative adjective to compare two distinct items?

Answer: B) The current in the Nile is swifter than the current in the Thames.

'Swifter' is the correct comparative form used to compare exactly two things (the Nile and the Thames).
7. True or False: Using 'those' in the phrase 'those distant stars' functions as a demonstrative adjective.
Answer: A) True

'Those' is a demonstrative adjective used to specify plural nouns that are at a distance from the speaker.

8. Identify the adjective in this sentence that describes a 'sound’ quality: 'The shrill whistle of the steam
engine echoed through the valley.’

Answer: C) shrill

'Shrill" is a descriptive adjective specifically related to auditory (sound) characteristics.

9. Analyze the mood of this sentence: 'A somber silence fell over the ruins." How would the mood change
if the adjective 'serene’ replaced 'somber'?

Answer: C) The scene would shift from sad to peaceful.

'Somber' implies sadness or gloom, while 'serene' implies peace and calmness. Changing the adjective shifts the
emotional tone.

10. Which of the following contains a ‘proportional’ quantitative adjective?

Answer: A) The crew had enough rations for the journey.

'Enough’ is a quantitative adjective that expresses a proportion or sufficiency relative to a need.
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