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Lexical Labyrinth: Advanced Wordplay for College Sophisticates

Contextual nuance, etymological precision, and semantic shifts—refine your ability to navigate the subtle
distinctions that separate eloquent prose from mere speech.

1. In the context of legal jurisprudence, which set of terms represents the most precise synonymic
relationship regarding the act of nullifying a previous statute?

A. Abrogate and Rescind

B. Ameliorate and Mitigate

C. Corroborate and Substantiate

D. Litigate and Arbitrate

2. While a 'discrete’ entity is individually separate and distinct, its homophone implies a cautious
or prudent approach to speech or behavior, particularly regarding sensitive information.

A. Desuetude

B. Discreet

C. Descry

D. Discursion

3.1Informallogic and rhetoric, the term 'Enervate’ serves as a synonym for 'Invigorate' when describing
the effect of a compelling argument on an audience.

A. True

B. False

4. Consider the following scenario: An author is praised for her 'laconic’ prose. Which of the following
antonyms would best describe a writer whose style is characterized by excessive, wordy, and winding
sentence structures?

A. Pithy
B. Garrulous
C. Succinct
D. Taciturn
5. The historical document was deemed , meaning it was impossible to read or decipher; this

serves as an antonym for the term 'Lucid’.

A. Inscrutable

B. Intelligible

C. Transparent

D. Limpid
6. The words 'Compliment’ (an expression of praise) and 'Complement’' (something that completes or
enhances) are homophones that require careful differentiation in academic writing.
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A.
B.

True
False

7. Evaluate the nuance: Which word functions as a synonym for 'Ephemeral’ specifically in the context
of fleeting digital trends or temporary social media phenomena?

A.
B.
C.
D.

Perennial
Evanescent
Immutable
Inveterate

8. Which set of homophones would be correctly used in a sentence describing a monarch's control over
the gear used to direct a horse?

A.

B.
C.
D.

Rain / Reign
Rein / Rain

Reign / Rein
Rein / Reign

9. In a philosophical debate, a 'polemic’ is an aggressive attack on or refutation of the opinions of
another. A suitable antonym that emphasizes agreement, harmony, or a formal statement of praise

would be a
A. Diatribe
B. Philippic
C. Harangue
D. Panegyric

10. The words 'Imply' and 'Infer' are synonyms and can be used interchangeably regarding who is
conveying or receiving a message.

A. True

B.

False
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