
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Lexical Labyrinth: Advanced Wordplay for College Sophis-
ticates
Contextual nuance, etymological precision, and semantic shifts—refine your ability to navigate the subtle 
distinctions that separate eloquent prose from mere speech.

1. In the context of legal jurisprudence, which set of terms represents the most precise synonymic 
relationship regarding the act of nullifying a previous statute?

Answer: A) Abrogate and Rescind

Abrogate and rescind both refer to the formal or authoritative act of repealing or doing away with a law or agreement, 
whereas the other pairs involve improving situations (B) or verifying evidence (C).

2. While a 'discrete' entity is individually separate and distinct, its homophone ________ implies a cautious 
or prudent approach to speech or behavior, particularly regarding sensitive information.

Answer: B) Discreet

Discrete (with an 'e' between the 't's) means separate; discreet (ending in 'eet') refers to judiciousness and privacy. 
This is a common high-level homophone confusion.

3. In formal logic and rhetoric, the term 'Enervate' serves as a synonym for 'Invigorate' when describing 
the effect of a compelling argument on an audience.

Answer: B) False

False. 'Enervate' is actually an antonym of 'invigorate'; it means to weaken or drain of energy, though it is frequently 
misused due to its phonetic similarity to 'energize'.

4. Consider the following scenario: An author is praised for her 'laconic' prose. Which of the following 
antonyms would best describe a writer whose style is characterized by excessive, wordy, and winding 
sentence structures?

Answer: B) Garrulous

Laconic means using few words. Garrulous means pointlessly or annoyingly talkative/wordy. Pithy and succinct are 
synonyms of laconic, while taciturn refers to a person's temperament rather than prose style.

5. The historical document was deemed ________, meaning it was impossible to read or decipher; this 
serves as an antonym for the term 'Lucid'.
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Answer: A) Inscrutable

Inscrutable refers to something that is impossible to understand or interpret, effectively acting as an antonym for 
lucid (clear and easy to understand).

6. The words 'Compliment' (an expression of praise) and 'Complement' (something that completes or 
enhances) are homophones that require careful differentiation in academic writing.

Answer: A) True

True. These are homophones. 'Compliment' relates to flattery, while 'complement' relates to the concept of a 
'complete' set or harmony between two things.

7. Evaluate the nuance: Which word functions as a synonym for 'Ephemeral' specifically in the context 
of fleeting digital trends or temporary social media phenomena?

Answer: B) Evanescent

Evanescent describes something that vanishes like vapor, making it an apt synonym for ephemeral. Perennial, 
immutable, and inveterate all suggest lasting or habitual states.

8. Which set of homophones would be correctly used in a sentence describing a monarch's control over 
the gear used to direct a horse?

Answer: C) Reign / Rein

The monarch's rule is the 'reign,' and the horse gear is the 'rein.' (Choice C follows the logic of monarch/horse 
respectively).

9. In a philosophical debate, a 'polemic' is an aggressive attack on or refutation of the opinions of 
another. A suitable antonym that emphasizes agreement, harmony, or a formal statement of praise 
would be a ________.

Answer: D) Panegyric

Diatribe, philippic, and harangue are all synonyms for a harsh verbal attack. A panegyric is a formal public speech or 
written text in high praise of someone or something.

10. The words 'Imply' and 'Infer' are synonyms and can be used interchangeably regarding who is 
conveying or receiving a message.

Answer: B) False
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False. They describe opposite ends of the communication process: a speaker implies (suggests), while a listener infers 
(deduces).
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