
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Ink Trails and Argument Echoes: A 9th Grade Writing Quiz

High schoolers identify structural blueprints and rhetorical goals for narrative, expository, and persuasive 
drafts using real-world academic scenarios.

1. A writer is drafting a piece about the history of the Silk Road, focusing strictly on chronological dates, 
trade routes, and economic impacts without offering an opinion. Which essay type are they producing?

Answer: B) Expository

Expository writing focuses on informing and explaining a topic through factual evidence and logical structure rather 
than personal stories or arguments.

2. A persuasive essay's primary goal is to tell a story about a time the author changed their mind.

Answer: B) False

The primary goal of a persuasive essay is to convince the reader to adopt a specific viewpoint, while telling a story is 
the goal of a narrative essay.

3. An essay that uses sensory language to recreate the 'crunch' of autumn leaves and the 'charcoal 
scent' of a bonfire is known as a ________ essay.

Answer: C) Descriptive

Descriptive essays focus on using vivid details and imagery to paint a picture in the reader's mind.

4. Which of these essay types would most likely include a section addressing a 'counter-argument' to 
strengthen the writer's own claim?

Answer: A) Argumentative

Argumentative essays require presenting a claim and supporting it with evidence while acknowledging and refuting 
opposing viewpoints.

5. In a narrative essay, the author typically organizes the content using a plot structure that includes 
a climax and resolution.

Answer: A) True

Narrative essays follow a storytelling arc, which includes traditional plot elements similar to a short story.
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6. If you are writing a manual explaining exactly how to assemble a complex piece of furniture, you are 
writing in the ________ style.

Answer: B) Expository

Process explanations and 'how-to' guides fall under expository writing because their purpose is to provide clear 
information.

7. Which essay type is best suited for an assignment asking you to recount your personal growth during 
a community service project?

Answer: C) Narrative

When sharing personal experiences or individual growth, the narrative essay is the most effective format.

8. A newspaper editorial trying to convince readers to vote for a specific local policy is an example of a 
________ essay.

Answer: D) Persuasive

Persuasive writing is used whenever the author's intent is to influence the audience's opinion or actions.

9. Expository essays are usually written using 'I' and 'me' to express the author's personal feelings 
about a topic.

Answer: B) False

Expository essays typically use an objective, third-person perspective to maintain focus on facts and information.

10. Which of the following would be the most likely thesis for a Descriptive essay?

Answer: A) The abandoned lighthouse felt like a lonely giant guarding the jagged cliffs.

Option A uses imagery and metaphor to introduce a subject, which is central to descriptive writing.
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